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SIZE: 19.5CM LONG, 2CM DEEP - 7¾ INS LONG, ¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

BACTRIA WAS AN ANCIENT COUNTRY LYING BETWEEN THE MOUNTAINS OF THE HINDU KUSH AND THE ANCIENT OXUS
RIVER TO THE FAR NORTH EAST OF PERSIA IN WHAT IS NOW PART OF AFGHANISTAN. IT OCCUPIED A COMMANDING

POSITION ON THE ROAD TO INDIA AND WAS CALLED ‘BEAUTIFUL BACTRIA, CROWNED WITH FLAGS’ BY THE AUESTA. IN THE
BRONZE AGE ITS PEOPLE WERE AGRICULTURALISTS WHO PRACTISED IRRIGATION FARMING, RAISING CROPS OF WHEAT
AND BARLEY. THEY ALSO HAD A SOPHISTICATED TRADITION OF METALWORKING AND WERE PROFICIENT IN PRODUCING

AN EXTENSIVE CORPUS OF OBJECTS IN A VARIETY OF METALS INCLUDING BRONZE, COPPER, SILVER AND GOLD.

     SHAFT-HOLE AXES WERE USED IN HUNTING AND IN BATTLE, AND MAY ALSO HAVE HAD A RITUAL USE. THEY WERE MADE
THROUGHOUT THE NEAR-EAST OVER A LONG PERIOD AND THERE WAS A CONSIDERABLE EXCHANGE NETWORK

THROUGHOUT THE VAST EXPANSES OF GREATER IRAN TOWARD THE END OF THE BRONZE AGE. SUMERIAN EXAMPLES
WERE PLAIN, THE MORE ELABORATE TYPES SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE COMING FROM LURISTAN AND THE BACTRIAN

REGIONS. BACTRIAN HAMMERS AND AXES HAVE AN ANIMAL PROTOME PROJECTING FROM THE BUTT WHEREAS LURISTAN
EXAMPLES AND OTHERS FROM FURTHER EAST HAVE ANIMALS IN HIGH RELIEF.
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