
A RARE ANCIENT BRITISH SMALL CELTIC RED SANDSTONE CEREMONIAL STONE HEAD WITH TYPICAL OVOID EYES TRIANGULAR
NOSE AND SLASH MOUTH THE TOP INDENTED POSSIBLY FOR OFFERINGS OR LIBATIONS
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INVENTORY NUMBER TO BASE ‘3431’

1ST CENTURY BC - 1ST CENTURY AD

SIZE: 9CM HIGH, 8CM WIDE, 7.5CM DEEP - 3½ INS HIGH, 3¼ INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE
BY THE 3RD CENTURY BC, THE CELTS WERE THE MASTERS OF EUROPE WITH TERRITORIES STRETCHING FROM THE
BALTIC TO THE MEDITERRANEAN AND FROM THE BLACK SEA TO THE WESTERN COASTS OF IRELAND. DRIVING LIGHT

TWO-WHEELED WAR CHARIOTS, TIRED WITH IRON WHICH METAL THEY WERE FIRST TO DISCOVER, THEY SWEPT ACROSS
HUGE TRACTS OF LAND INTIMIDATING AND DEFEATING ALL WHO RESISTED THEM. THEIR LANGUAGES CAN STILL BE

HEARD TODAY IN WELSH, IRISH AND SCOTTISH GAELIC, AND IN BRETON. EUROPE IS STUDDED WITH PLACE NAMES OF
CELTIC ORIGIN AND THE OLD RIVERS WHICH WERE REGARDED AS SACRED BY THE CELTS, WERE ALSO NAMED BY THEM.

REAL SEVERED HUMAN HEADS WERE VENERATED ESPECIALLY IN CONJUNCTION WITH SACRED SPRINGS, BUT THOSE
FASHIONED FROM STONE OR WOOD, POTTERY OR METAL WERE BELIEVED TO POSSESS ANCIENT APOTROPAIC POWERS.
THIS ICONIC COUNTENANCE WITH HUGE RIVETING DEEPLY CUT EYES WAS PROBABLY FROM A SHRINE OR ALTAR WHERE

IT COULD BE WORSHIPPED AND AFFORD PROTECTION TO THE COMMUNITY.

 
PROVENANCE

SAID TO HAVE BEEN FOUND SOUTH OF CORNOVIAN TERRITORY IN THE AREA OF THE DOBUNNI NOW KNOWN AS
WARWICKSHIRE 

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION ACQUIRED FROM CHRIS RUDD ANTIQUITIES 1998

EX PRIVATE LONDON COLLECTION

‘WHEN THEIR ENEMIES FALL THEY CUT OFF THEIR HEADS AND FASTEN THEM ABOUT THE NECKS OF THEIR HORSES’
DIODORUS SICULUS 5.29.

 


