
VICTORIAN GOLD STICKPIN FASHIONED FROM THE ‘SPURS’ OF LORD LONSDALE AND LORD YARBOROIS COCKFIGHTING BIRDS
A VICTORIAN GOLD STICKPIN FASHIONED FROM THE ‘SPURS’ OF LORD LONSDALE AND LORD YARBOROIS COCKFIGHTING

BIRDS 

THE GOLD PIN TERMINATING IN A ‘BUCKLE’ COLLAR SEPARATING THE TWO ‘SPURS’

AN OLD LABEL READING: ‘ORIGINAL SPUR. TAKEN FROM THE CHAMPION FIGHTING COCK, AFTER THE LAST MAIN. FIGHTING
THE GRAND NATIONAL BETWEEN LORD LONSDALE’S + LORD YARBOROS BIRDS. BEFORE THE FIXING OF STEEL SPURS.’ 

NOTE: ‘MAIN’ REFERS TO MATCHED COCK FIGHTS BASED ON WEIGHTS 

SIZE: 6CM LONG - 2³⁄8 INS LONG 
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LITERATURE

COCKFIGHTING WAS POPULAR IN ANCIENT GREECE, ROME AND PERSIA, BUT PROBABLY ORIGINATED FROM INDIA. IN
RENAISSANCE ENGLAND IT WAS A ROYAL SPORT AND A ‘COCKPIT’ WAS BUILT IN WHITEHALL PALACE BY HENRY VIII.
ROYAL PATRONAGE CONTINUED INTO THE 17TH CENTURY UNTIL IT WAS BANNED BY CROMWELL. THE SPORT WAS

REVIVED AT THE RESTORATION BY KING CHARLES II, BUT WAS FINALLY PROHIBITED BY LAW IN 1849. IT IS STILL LEGAL IN
LOUISIANA, MEXICO AND LATIN AMERICA, THE PHILIPPINES, SOUTH EAST ASIA AND THE MIDDLE EAST, WHERE IT IS

USUALLY ACCOMPANIED BY FRENZIED GAMBLING. 

     COCKFIGHTING JOUSTS TOOK PLACE IN A SMALL CIRCULAR PIT INTO WHICH THE SPECIALLY BRED FIGHTING
GAMECOCKS ARE PLACED BEAK TO BEAK BY THEIR HANDLERS AND THEN RELEASED. A COMBATANT WINS WHEN ITS

OPPONENT IS UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO FIGHT OR IS KILLED. METAL SPURS ATTACHED TO THE BIRDS NATURAL SPURS
MAKE THE ACTION DEADLIER. 

     THE EARLIEST KNOWN BRITISH BOOK ON THE SPORT OF COCKFIGHTING WAS PUBLISHED IN 1607 ‘THE
COMMENDATION OF COCKS AND COCKFIGHTING’ BY GEORGE WILSON. HE WAS THE FIRST TO USE THE TERM ‘COCK OF

THE GAME’ AFTER WHICH FIGHTING COCKERELS WERE KNOWN AS ‘GAMECOCKS’. ON MAGELLAN’S VOYAGE AROUND THE
PHILIPPINES IN 1521 IT WAS DOCUMENTED AS A MAJOR SPORT IN THE KINGDOM OF TAYTAY BY THE CHRONICLER

ANTONIO PIGAFETTA. IT IS THEREFORE POSSIBLE THAT THE GAME’S ORIGINS LIE IN SOUTH EAST ASIA.
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