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LITERATURE

THE IRON AGE KINGDOM OF URARTU WAS CENTRED AROUND LAKE VAN IN THE HISTORIC ARMENIAN HIGHLANDS, BUT AT
ITS HEIGHT THE KINGDOM STRETCHED NORTH BEYOND LAKE SEVAN AND INTO THE SOUTHERN PART OF PRESENT DAY
GEORGIAALMOST TO THE SHORES OF THE BLACK SEA WEST TO THE SOURCES OF THE EUPHRATES AND EAST TO



TABRIZ AND LAKE URMA AND SOUTH TO THE SOURCES OF THE TIGRIS. RISING TO POWER IN THE MD 9TH CENTURY BC,
THE KINGDOMWENT INTO GRADUAL DECLINE AND WAS CONQUERED BY THE IRANIAN MEDES IN THE 6 TH CENTURY BC.

THE ART OF URARTU IS ESPECIALLY NOTABLE FOR ITS FINE LOST WAX CAST BRONZE OBJECTS WHICH INCLUDES
WEAPONS, HELMETS, FURNITURE FITTINGS, FIGURINES AND HUGE CAULDRONS THAT WERE USED FOR SACRIFICES. THE
SINGULAR TYPES OF JEWELLERY PRODUCED BY THE ANCIENT KINGDOMINCLUDE THESE DECORATED BRONZE BELT
PLATES EXCLUSIVELY FOUND AMONG THE RICH FUNERARY EQUIPMENT IN THE TOVBS OF THE URARTIAN RULING CLASS.
HOWEVER, RELATIVELY LITTLE OF THEIR JEWELLERY HAS BEEN FOUND, THE ASSYRIANS HAVING BOASTED OF LOOTING
IN GREAT QUANTITIES FROMMUSASIR IN 714 BC.

PROVENANCE
EXCOLLECTION OF THE LATE SEWARD KENNEDY

ACQUIRED 1970’S LONDON ART MARKET

CF: ASIMLAR BELT PLATE IN THE GERMAN MUSEUMFUR VOR UND FRUHGESCHICHTE. INV. NO. XLC4876



