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LITERATURE

THE 16TH CENTURY FRENCHMAN, BERNARD PALISSY WAS A TRUE RENAISSANCE POLYMATH WHOSE MYRIAD AREAS OF
EXPERTISE RANGED FROM PAINTING AND GLASSMAKING TO GEOLOGY AND NATURAL HISTORY. HE CONDUCTED

EXPERIMENTS AND WROTE TREATISES THAT ENRICHED BOTH PALAEONTOLOGY AND CERAMICS. PALISSY’S LEGACY
THRIVES THROUGH A SERIES OF CURIOUS, RUSTIC CERAMIC DISHES. THE GLOSSY, SCULPTURAL VESSELS AND

PLATTERS ARE GLAZED IN VIBRANT JEWEL-TONES AND CRAWLING WITH VARIOUS ANIMAL SPECIES, FORMS THAT PALISSY
MADE BY TAKING ‘CASTS’ OF LIVING, BREATHING CREATURES, ‘CAST FROM NATURE’. FOR FURTHER REFERENCE, SEE:
ERNST KRIS, DER STIL ‘RUSTIQUE’, DIE VERWENDUNG DES NATURABGUSSES BEI WENZEL JAMNITZER UND BERNARD

PALISSY, JAHRBUCH DER KUNSTHISTORISCHEN SAMMLUNGEN IN WIEN, NEUE FOLGE, VOL. I, 1926, PP. 137 - 208.

     DURING RENAISSANCE EUROPE, LIFE-CASTING WAS ALREADY WIDELY USED AMONG 16TH CENTURY METALWORKERS,



WHO WERE CREATING DECORATIVE OBJECTS IN GOLD AND BRONZE ADORNED WITH FIGURINES OF NATURAL SPECIES,
IN LINE WITH THE ERA’S ENTHUSIASM FOR THE NATURAL WORLD, AND THE RISE OF MANNERISM. 

 


