
NETHERLANDS SILVER ‘PYX’ OR HOST BOX OF FLATTENED CIRCULAR SHAPE
A NETHERLANDS SILVER ‘PYX’ OR HOST BOX OF FLATTENED CIRCULAR SHAPE WITH A DOUBLE OPENING LID DEPICTING

AN ARM THRUST DOWNWARDS AND HOLDING A SWORD TO A FLAME 

AN INSCRIPTION ‘NEC ME VIS DIVIDET VLLA’ MEANING ‘I DO NOT WANT TO CUT VITA’ (VITA ‘LIFE’) 

WITH A DUTCH INSCRIPTION IN SCRIPT BENEATH THE SCENE 

HALLMARKS TO UNDERSIDE ‘W’ WITHIN A HEART AND ALSO A CROWNED HEART 

LATE 17TH CENTURY / EARLY 18TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 1.5CM HIGH, 8CM DIA. - ½ INS HIGH, 3 INS DIA. 
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LITERATURE

THE WORD ‘PYX’ COMES FROM THE GREEK WORD ΠΥΞΊΣ, ‘PYXIS’ MEANING BOX OR RECEPTACLE. FOR KEEPING DRY THE
CONSECRATED WAFERS USED IN THE COMMUNION SERVICE SYMBOLIC OF THE ‘BODY OF CHRIST’. 



 


