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LITERATURE

THE TWO FINGER ‘AMULETS’ WERE USUALLY FOUND ON THE MUMMY NEAR THE EMBALMING INCISION, THROUGH WHICH
THE INTERNAL ORGANS WERE REMOVED DURING THE MUMMIFICATION PROCESS; THUS IT IS THOUGHT THEY



REPRESENT THE FINGERS OF THE EMBALMER. HOWEVER IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE THAT THIS TYPE WAS INTENDED TO ‘SEAL’
THE WOUND, PREVENTING HARMFUL FORCES FROM ENTERING THE BODY. THE AMULETS ARE OFTEN MADE OF OBSIDIAN,

BASALT OR STEATITE. THE BLACK COLOUR HAD ASSOCIATIONS WITH THE ‘UNDERWORLD’. THE HARD-STONES
DURABILITY WAS SELECTED TO AID AND RETAIN THEIR POWER FOR ETERNITY. 

 
PROVENANCE

PRIVATE COLLECTION, BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, USA ACQUIRED DURING THE 1970S FROM AN OLDER COLLECTION
(MOSTLY FROM PARKE-BERNET GALLERIES, NEW YORK) 

NOTE: THE COLLECTION NUMBER ON THE REVERSE PROBABLY REFERS TO A DE-ACCESSION MUSEUM REFERENCE
NUMBER 

UK COLLECTION 

CF FOR A SIMILAR OBSIDIAN EXAMPLE SEE BROOKLYN MUSUEM, USA, CHARLES EDWIN WILBOUR FUND, 74.158 

 

 


