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LITERATURE

THE SUPERB QUALITY AND CRAFTSMANSHIP OF THIS VERY UNUSUAL CONTAINER SUGGESTS THE OWNERSHIP AND
POSSIBLE COMMISSION WAS MADE BY A HIGH RANKING MILITARY OFFICIAL OR ARISTOCRATIC FAMILY. THE PURPOSE IS



NOT FULLY KNOWN; HOWEVER IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT OF EITHER GUN POWDER OR SPICE. THE CONTAINER
WITH THREE SEPARATE COVERED COMPARTMENTS, THE CAST RELIEF DECORATION DEPICTING RECLINING FIGURES

AND HEADS OF PUTTI AMONGST SCROLL-WORK. ON ONE END, A PORTRAIT MEDALLION SHOWING A LADY SURROUNDED
BY A FOLIAGE WREATH. THE UNDERSIDE OF THE CONTAINER WITH FINE FLORAL ENGRAVING DEPICTING MEDALLIONS

WITH BIRDS. THE CONTAINER WITH THREE LOOP HANDLES (ONE MISSING) FOR ATTACHING A CORD FOR CARRYING. ONE
OF THE ENDS POINTED WITH A SQUARE OPENING, POSSIBLY FOR TECHNICAL USE, AN INTEGRAL KEY FOR TURNING OR

TIGHTENING ? 

 
PROVENANCE

A MEMBER OF THE RITTER VON GUTMANN FAMILY

THENCE BY DESCENT 

SOLD AT KUNSTHAUS LEMPERTZ COLOGNE AUCTION NO. 928, 23 NOVEMBER 2008, LOT 1042

 


