Finch & C°

A HANE PAIR OF OTTOMAN SHERBET SPOONS THE BOWLS MADE FROM COCONUT SHELL BONE STEMS WITH BRASS AND
ENAMEL SEGMENTS WITH AMBER AND CORAL

AFINE PAR OF OTTOMAN SHERBET SPOONS THE BOWLS MADE FROM COCONUT SHELL

BONE STEMS WITH BRASS AND ENAVEL SEGMENTS WITH AVBER AND CORAL

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 26.5CMLONG - 10%2INS LONG AND 28CMLONG- 11 INSLONG

AFINE PAIR OF OTTOMAN SHERBET SPOONS THE BOWLS MADE FROMCOCONUT SHELL

BONE STEMS WITH BRASS AND ENAVEL SEGMENTS WITH AVBER AND CORAL

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 26.5CMLONG - 1072 INS LONG AND 28CMLONG- 11 INSLONG



LITERATURE

THESE EXOTIC AND LUXURIOUS SPOONS WERE USED AT TABLE IN THE TOPKAPI PALACE TO HELP ONESELF FROMA
COMMUNAL DISH OF ‘HOSAF, ASORT OF WET FRUIT STEW, THE NEARER SIDE OF THE SPOON BEING USED FOR EATING
OR SIPPING AND THE FAR SIDE FOR HELPING ONESELF. ALTHOUGH KNIVES WERE EMPLOYED FOR CUTTING UP MEAT,
THE USE OF FORKS WAS AWESTERN EUROPEAN PRACTICE AND THE USE OF SPOONS SUCH AS THESE AT TABLE WAS
FROVWNED UPON BY STRICTLY ORTHODOX MUSLIMS WHO HELD THAT THE PROPHET FOUND HIS RIGHT HAND QUITE

ADEQUATE AS ATOOL FOR EATING.

USED BY THE LADIES OF THE PALACE HAREM, LARGE SETS OF THESE SPOONS WERE ALSO PRODUCED FOR THE USE
OF THE GRAND MIZIERS AT THEIR MEETINGS IN THE DIVAN, THE ‘KUBBE ALTI' IN THE TOPKAPI PALACE IN ISTANBUL.
ARTISTS, ARCHITECTS AND ALL MANNER OF SKILLED CRAFTSMEN ENGAGED IN ALL THE VARIOUS BRANCHES OF THE
DECORATIVE ARTS WERE EMPLOYED WITHIN THE GROUNDS OF THE PALACE USING EXOTIC MATERIALS FROMAROUND
THE WORLD. RATHER THAN RELYING ON PLACING ORDERS WITH INDEPENDENT MASTERS, THE OTTOMAN RULERS CO-
OPTED THE BEST ARTISTS THEY COULD FIND INTO THEIR OWN PALACE WORKSHOPS. RECORDS SHOW THAT BY THE
END OF THE 16TH CENTURY OVER 1500 CRAFTSMEN WERE ON THE PALACE PAYROLL, WHICH BY THE END OF THE 18TH
CENTURY HAD REDUCED TO AMERE 186.

PROVENANCE
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