
A RARE ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC CARVED RED SANDSTONE STATUETTE OF A GODDESS
A RARE ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC CARVED RED SANDSTONE STATUETTE OF A GODDESS WITH LONG FLOWING HAIR

WEARING A LOOSELY DRAPED TUNIC HER BREASTS EXPOSED PERHAPS REPRESENTING THE DEITY ‘BRIGANTIA’

AN INDENTATION TO THE TOP OF HER HEAD FOR OFFERINGS OR LIBATIONS

1ST - 2ND CENTURY AD

SIZE: 33CM HIGH, 12CM WIDE, 12CM DEEP -  13 INS HIGH, 4¾ INS WIDE, 4¾ INS DEEP / 37.5CM HIGH - 14¾ INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)
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LITERATURE

THE CELTIC YORKSHIRE GODDESS BRIGANTIA, THE ‘HIGH ONE’ WAS THE PERSONIFICATION OF A HEGEMONY OF TRIBES,
THE BRIGANTES. UNIFIED UNDER HER PROTECTION THEIR TERRITORY STRETCHED FROM PRESENT DAY SOUTHERN
YORKSHIRE AND LANCASHIRE INTO SOUTHERN SCOTLAND. BRIGANTIA WAS A GODDESS OF A PASTORAL PEOPLE TO

WHOM FLOCKS AND HERDS WERE OF PRIME IMPORTANCE, BUT SHE ALSO HAD INFLUENCE IN THE SPHERE OF WARFARE
ALTHOUGH THIS WAS USUALLY BY MEANS OF MAGIC RATHER THAN THROUGH PHYSICAL STRENGTH. CELTIC BELIEF IN

THE POWER OF THE GODDESS WAS VERY PRONOUNCED AND THEY WERE DEEPLY CONCERNED WITH HER IMPORTANCE
IN BOTH FERTILITY AND MATERNITY. THE CELTIC GODDESS WAS AT ONCE MOTHER, WARRIOR, VIRGIN, WITCH, CONVEYOR
OF FERTILITY, OF STRONG SEXUAL APPETITE, GIVER OF PROSPERITY TO THE LAND AND PROTECTRESS OF THE FLOCKS

AND HERDS. MORE STATIC AND ARCHAIC THAN THE GODS SHE REMAINED TIED TO THE LAND FOR WHICH SHE WAS
RESPONSIBLE, AND WHOSE STRIKING FEATURES SEEMED TO HER WORSHIPPERS TO BE MANIFESTATIONS OF HER

POWER AND PERSONALITY.

     THE CELTS FREQUENTLY TRACED THEIR TRIBAL DESCENT BACK TO A DIVINE ANCESTOR AND THEY INVOKED THE
GODDESS BRIGANTIA AS WHOLLY THEIRS, BUT BY THE 3RD CENTURY AD SHE APPEARS CLAD AS ROMAN MINERVA AND
ASSOCIATED WITH THE DEITY VICTORY IN HER ROLE AS A WAR GODDESS. BY THAT TIME THE ROMANS AND THE CELTS

HAD ASSIMILATED THEIR BELIEF IN HER CONTROL BY MAGICAL MEANS OF THE OUTCOME OF ANY BATTLE.

 
PROVENANCE

REPUTEDLY FOUND IN YORKSHIRE NEAR HADRIAN’S WALL

EX PRIVATE BRITISH COLLECTION FORMED IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY

EX PRIVATE LONDON COLLECTION

CF: SIMILARITIES CAN BE SEEN IN A BRONZE FEMALE FIGURINE FOUND IN CULVER HOLE CAVE GLAMORGANSHIRE.
PUBLISHED IN PAGAN CELTIC BRITAIN BY DR ANNE ROSS PG. 211

 


