Finch & C°

ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC SANDSTONE HEAD

AN ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC RED SANDSTONE HEAD OF UNUSUAL SHAPE WITH ALONG NARROW FACE STRIKING
DEEPLY CUT TRUNCATED EYES AND PARTED LIPS

TWO GASHES TO THE NOSE

1ST CENTURYBC - 1ST CENTURY AD

SIZE: 18CMHIGH, 9CMWIDE, 13.5CMDEEP - 7 INS HIGH, 3'2INS WIDE, 5% INS DEEP

AN ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC RED SANDSTONE HEAD OF UNUSUAL SHAPE WITH ALONG NARROW FACE STRIKING
DEEPLY CUT TRUNCATED EYES AND PARTED LIPS

TWO GASHES TO THE NOSE

1ST CENTURY BC - 1ST CENTURY AD

SIZE: 18CMHIGH, 9CMWIDE, 13.5CMDEEP - 7 INS HIGH, 3'2INS WIDE, 54 INS DEEP



LITERATURE

IN THE LATE IRON AGE YORKSHIRE WAS THE TERRAIN OF APOWERFUL HEGEMONY OF CELTIC TRIBES KNOWN AS THE
‘BRIGANTES' OR ‘“THE HIGH ONES’ WORSHIPPERS OF THE GREAT PAN CELTIC GODDESS BRIGANTIAWHO LATER
MORPHED INTO THE POPULAR CHRISTIAN SAINT BRIGID. THE BRIGANTES WERE WILD AND WAR-LIKE, AND AS
HEADHUNTERS, WERE FEARED BY THE ROMANS WHO WERE GARRISONED IN THE FORTS ALONG HADRIAN'S WALL. THE
ROMANS TRIED TO BAN DRUIDISMAS THEY DISTRUSTED THE INFLUENCE, BOTH SPIRITUAL AND POLITICAL, OF THE
CELTIC PRIESTS, BUT WERE MOSTLY UNSUCCESSFUL. HEADHUNTING AND HUMAN SACRIFICE WERE PRCOHIBITED, BUT
ALSO CONTINUED AMONGST ACELTIC POPULACE RESENTFUL OF ROMAN INTERFERENCE.

FOR THE CELTS, EYES WERE AN IMPORTANT FEATURE AND THEY WERE OFTEN EMPHASISED IN THEIR SCULPTURE TO

INDICATE DIMINITY. THIS DIMNE SEVERED HEAD SIMPLY FASHIONED FROM SANDSTONE HAS ASTRANGE AND
DISCONCERTING POWER OF ITS OVWN.

PROVENANCE
REPUTEDLY FOUND NEAR HADRIAN'S WALL
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