
LURISTAN BRONZE HORSE BIT
A LURISTAN BRONZE HORSE BIT THE MOUTHPIECE MADE FROM A SINGLE BRONZE BAR THE SHANK AND PURCHASE

MADE FROM TWO SINGLE PIECES OF BRONZE WITH PIERCED OPENWORK DETAILING 

OLD PAINTED COLLECTION NUMBER TO MOUTHPIECE ‘LU 40’ 

IRON AGE II / CIRCA 900 - 600 B.C 

SIZE: 10.5CM HIGH (MAX) 20CM WIDE - 4 INS HIGH (MAX) 8 INS WIDE 
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LITERATURE

THE PEOPLES OF LURISTAN KNOWN AS KASSITES WERE DESCRIBED BY GREEK HISTORIANS AS THOSE ‘BELLIGERENT
BARBARIAN TRIBES RENOWNED FOR THEIR WARLIKE VALOUR’. ALEXANDER THE GREAT HAD TO FIGHT THEM AND IN 317
B.C ANTIGONUS, (KNOWN AS ‘CYCLOPS’, ALEXANDER’S ONE EYED GENERAL) WISHING TO BESIEGE SUSA ENTERED THE

LANDS OF THE KASSITES WITHOUT AGREEING TO PAY THEM THE CUSTOMARY TRIBUTE AND REPORTED THAT HIS
TROOPS ‘HARASSED BY THESE SAVAGE MOUNTAINEERS’ SUFFERED TERRIBLY. 

     AROUND 1500 B.C THEY WERE A THRIVING PEOPLE OF PEASANTS, NOMADIC STOCK RAISERS, HORSE BREEDERS AND
WARRIORS WHO ACCORDING TO STRABO COULD ‘PUT AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE ELAMITES ON OCCASION AS MANY AS

13000 ARCHERS TO HELP THEM FIGHT THE SUSIANS AND BABYLONIANS’. 

     NUMEROUS OBJECTS IN BRONZE, GOLD, IRON AND SILVER HAVE BEEN FOUND IN THEIR TOMBS NEAR THE SPRINGS
BY WHICH THEY CAMPED IN THE HIGH PLAINS OF LURISTAN, MANY OF WHICH ARE DECORATED WITH SCENES OFTEN



BORROWED FROM ASSYRIAN MYTHOLOGY. AS NOMADIC WARRIORS AND HUNTERS, THE KASSITES OF LURISTAN
BELIEVED THESE OBJECTS TO HAVE PROTECTIVE QUALITIES. 

     THE BIT IS AN IMPORTANT ITEM OF A HORSES TACK. IT USUALLY REFERS TO THE ASSEMBLY OF COMPONENTS THAT
CONTACTS AND CONTROLS THE HORSES MOUTH, AND INCLUDES THE SHANKS, RINGS, CHEEK-PADS AND MULLEN. THE
FIRST BITS WERE MADE OF ROPE, BONE, HORN, OR HARD WOOD. METAL BITS CAME INTO USE BETWEEN 1300 AND 1200

B.C, ORIGINALLY MADE OF BRONZE.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION 

EX TETRAGON, LONDON

EX CHRISTIES, LONDON 

EX PRIVATE SWISS COLLECTION, PRE 1960’S 

 


