
ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN PHRYGIAN BRONZE FIBULA
AN ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN PHRYGIAN BRONZE FIBULA OF SEMI-CIRCULAR OUTLINE WITH THICK FLAT BOW-SHAPED

DECORATIVE CATCH PLATE AND SHAPED MOULDINGS

THE CLASP NOW MISSING

ANCIENT GREENISH BROWN SMOOTH PATINA

INVENTORY NO: M39231 TO REVERSE

8TH CENTURY BC

SIZE: 8CM HIGH, 10.5CM WIDE, 1CM DEEP - 3 INS HIGH, 4 INS WIDE, ¼ INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

ACCORDING TO THE CLASSICAL HISTORIAN STRABO, PHRYGIA WAS FAMOUS FOR ITS WINE AND ‘BRAVE AND EXPERT’



HORSEMEN. HE STATES THAT THE KING WAS KNOWN AS ‘MIDAS’ AND REIGNED FROM 720 BC TO 695 BC WHEN THE
COUNTRY WAS AT THE PEAK OF ITS POWER. AN ASSYRIAN INSCRIPTION MENTIONING ‘MITA’ DATED TO 709 BC SUGGESTS
PHRYGIA AND ASSYRIA HAD STRUCK A TRUCE AROUND THIS TIME. MIDAS HAD CLOSE TRADE LINKS WITH THE GREEKS

AND MARRIED AN AEOLIAN GREEK PRINCESS. IN THE CAPITAL CITY OF GORDIUM A SYSTEM OF WRITING IN THE PHRYGIAN
LANGUAGE WAS DEVELOPED USING A PHOENICIAN DERIVED ALPHABET SIMILAR TO GREEK. THE ILIAD NAMES THE

HOMELAND OF THE PHRYGIANS AS ON THE BANKS OF THE SANGARIUS RIVER, THE THIRD LONGEST RIVER IN MODERN
TURKEY AND ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL RIVERS OF ASIA MINOR IN CLASSICAL ANTIQUITY, AND GORDIUM REMAINED THE
CENTRE OF THE COUNTRY THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY. THE CITY HAS BECOME ONE OF TURKEY’S MOST EXTENSIVE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES WITH DIGS REVEALING A TOMB POPULARLY BELIEVED TO BE THAT OF KING MIDAS. EXCAVATIONS
HAVE CONFIRMED THE CAPITAL'S VIOLENT DESTRUCTION AROUND 675 BC. WHEN THE PHRYGIAN KINGDOM WAS
OVERWHELMED AND SACKED BY CIMMERIAN INVADERS, STRABO REPORTS THAT MIDAS COMMITTED SUICIDE BY

DRINKING BULL’S BLOOD.

 
PROVENANCE

EX JULIA SCHOTTLANDER ACQUIRED LONDON ART MARKET EARLY 1980’S 

EX LORD MCALPINE OF WEST GREEN COLLECTION

EX PRIVATE LONDON COLLECTION SEWARD KENNEDY

SIMILAR EXAMPLES ILLUSTRATED AND PUBLISHED IN THE ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM OXFORD EXHIBITION ‘ANTIQUITIES FROM
EUROPE AND THE NEAR EAST FROM THE COLLECTION OF THE LORD MCALPINE OF WEST GREEN 1987 PAGE 135 17.42.’

 

 


