
RARE ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC SANDSTONE SHRINE FIGURE
A RARE ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC SANDSTONE SHRINE FIGURE OF A SACRED DEITY SQUATTING WITH ARMS RAISED

ABOVE THE HEAD HOLDING AN OFFERING DISH

2ND CENTURY BC - 1ST CENTURY BC

SIZE: 25CM HIGH, 15.5CM WIDE, 17CM DEEP - 9¾ INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE, 6¾ INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

AN EXPRESSIONLESS DISCONCERTING COUNTENANCE GIVES THIS UNUSUAL CELTIC SCULPTURE A POWERFUL
PRESENCE. IT IS PROBABLE THAT WAS USED AS A PORTABLE WAYSIDE SHRINE WITH THE DISHED TOP USED FOR



LIBATIONS AND OFFERINGS. THE CELTIC REVERENCE FOR THE NATURAL WORLD IS DISPLAYED BY THE DEIFIED HEADS
FOUND BY SACRED SPRINGS, POOLS AND RIVERS, BUT THEY ALSO PLACED THEM NEAR IMPORTANT LANDMARKS THAT
THEY DEEMED IMPORTANT TO THE VENERATION OF A PARTICULAR DEITY. WELLS WERE THOUGHT TO BE ONE OF THE

ENTRANCES TO THE OTHERWORLD AND RITUAL OFFERINGS WERE OFTEN MADE TO THEM. SPRINGS AND RIVERS WERE
LINKED IN THE CELTIC MIND WITH FERTILITY AND LIFE AND SO WERE THE TANGIBLE MANIFESTATION OF THE INVISIBLE

POWERS THEY WORSHIPPED.

 

 
PROVENANCE

FOUND IN A DRY STONE WALL IN DERBYSHIRE

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

 

 


