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LITERATURE

THE BRONZE AGE OF THE CARPATHIAN BASIN DURING THE 2ND MILLENNIUM BC WAS BOTH A TIME OF WARFARE AND
DYNAMIC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WHICH STIMULATED MANY ADVANCES IN BRONZE METALLURGY IN BOTH WORKING

TECHNIQUES AND THE NUMBER OF ARTEFACTS PRODUCED. THIS LED TO THE SKILLED MANUFACTURE OF FINELY
CRAFTED WEAPONS, TOOLS AND JEWELLERY ARTICLES IN LARGE BRONZE WORKSHOPS BY THE END OF THE

MILLENNIUM. SOME OF THE MAJOR TRADE ROUTES PASSED THROUGH THE CARPATHIAN BASIN WHICH ENABLED THE
EASY ACQUISITION OF RAW BRONZE AND A FLOURISHING TRADE TO EMERGE IN THE FINISHED PRODUCTS.

     FROM THE LATE 2ND MILLENNIUM TO THE FIRST HALF OF THE 1ST MILLENNIUM BC BIRD DEPICTIONS WERE POPULAR,



ESPECIALLY THOSE OF DUCKS AND OTHER WATER BIRDS. BRONZE VESSELS FEATURING DUCKS WITH LONG BILLS
WERE MADE THAT PROBABLY SERVED A RITUAL PURPOSE, AND BIRD MOTIFS FIGURED PROMINENTLY IN THE ORNAMENT

OF OBJECTS AND JEWELLERY. IT IS BELIEVED THAT THESE BIRDS SYMBOLISED LIFE AND THE MYTHICAL CREATURE
FLYING OVER OR SWIMMING ACROSS THE WATERS BORDERING THE OTHER WORLD.
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