
FINELY CARVED ‘BUGBEAR’ COCONUT FLASK
A FINELY CARVED ‘BUGBEAR’ COCONUT FLASK DECORATED IN THE FRENCH EMPIRE STYLE WITH THREE ROUNDELS
DEPICTING A LYRE TWO HORNS AND SHEET MUSIC A HUNTING HORN AND BAG TWO DOVES SEATED ON A QUIVER OF

ARROWS AN EMPTY CARTOUCHE ABOVE SWAGGED IN MILITARY TROPHIES AND ARMAMENTS

THE FACE OF THE ‘BUGBEAR’ INSET WITH MOTHER OF PEARL EYES THE BASE CARVED WITH ACANTHUS LEAVES

PROBABLY FRENCH NAPOLEONIC PRISONER OF WAR WORK INTENDED AS A SHOT FLASK FOR A GUN

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 9CM HIGH, 9CM WIDE, 12.5CM DEEP - 3½ INS HIGH, 3½ INS WIDE, 5 INS DEEP 
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LITERATURE

AS EARLY IMPORTS INTO EUROPE COCONUTS, LIKE OSTRICH EGGS WERE GREAT RARITIES, COSTLY OBJECTS TO BE
CARVED BY SKILLED CRAFTSMEN WHO TURNED THEM INTO SILVER MOUNTED GOBLETS OR FANCIFUL JUGS. CLEVERLY
CARVED TO ACCENTUATE THE NATURAL ‘BUGBEAR’ MARKINGS INTO GROTESQUE FACES, THESE FLASKS WERE OFTEN
USED FOR SHOT WHEN HUNTING WITH A GUN FOR GAME. THEY VARY ENORMOUSLY IN QUALITY AND MANY OF THEM ARE
JUST CRUDE SOUVENIRS. SOME ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN CARVED BY NAPOLEONIC PRISONERS OF WAR AND LIKE THIS

EXAMPLE, SHOW GREAT SKILL. THEY ARE ALSO VALUABLE AS HISTORIC DOCUMENTARIES OF THE SCENES AND OBJECTS



THEY PORTRAY.

 


