
SOUTH NETHERLANDISH / GERMAN CARVED IVORY CRUCIFIX FIGURE OF CHRIST WITH A SILVER HALO AND SACRED MOTTO
AFFIXED TO A ROSEWOOD CROSS

A FINE SOUTH NETHERLANDISH CARVED IVORY CRUCIFIX FIGURE OF CHRIST WITH A SILVER HALO AND SACRED MOTTO
AFFIXED TO A ROSEWOOD CROSS

WITH GILT-WOOD EMBELLISHMENTS ON ORIGINAL ROSEWOOD SCALLOP SHAPED BASE AN IVORY SKULL AND
CROSSBONES SYMBOLIC OF GOLGOTHA BENEATH CHRIST’S FEET 

HIS LEGS UNCROSSED HIS HANDS AND FEET ATTACHED BY IRON NAILS

SMALL CHIPS TO FABRIC OF HANGING PERIZONIUM

OLD SMOOTH CREAMY PATINA

CIRCA 1690 - 1700

SIZE: CHRIST: 40CM HIGH, 24CM WIDE 6CM DEEP - 15¾ INS HIGH, 9½ INS WIDE, 2¼ INS DEEP / CROSS: 109CM HIGH,
41.5CM WIDE, 22CM DEEP - 43 INS HIGH, 16¼ INS WIDE, 8¾ INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

IN THIS IMAGE OF THE PASSION, CHRIST IS SHOWN ALIVE, HIS EYES OPEN LOOKING UPWARDS TO HIS RIGHT, HIS TEETH
VISIBLE WITH HIS MOUTH OPEN IN HIS CALL TO GOD. IMAGERY BASED ON THE PASSION OF CHRIST BECAME

INCREASINGLY POPULAR FROM THE 13TH CENTURY. THE MIX OF EMOTIONS WHICH WELL UP IN THE DEVOUT UPON
LOOKING AT SUCH A HUMAN IMAGE, A BLEND OF GUILT AND GRATITUDE, SORROW AND SYMPATHY, IS A VERY POWERFUL

COMBINATION. THE CARTHUSIAN MONK, LUDOLPH OF SAXONY (DIED 1378) EXPRESSED THIS ATTRACTION, WITHOUT
SEEKING TO EXPLAIN IT, IN HIS ‘LIFE OF CHRIST’: ‘I KNOW NOT FOR SURE…. HOW IT IS THAT YOU ARE SWEETER IN THE
HEART OF ONE WHO LOVES YOU IN THE FORM OF FLESH THAN AS THE WORD…. IT IS SWEETER TO VIEW YOU AS DYING

BEFORE THE JEWS ON THE TREE, THAN AS HOLDING SWAY OVER THE ANGELS IN HEAVEN, TO SEE YOU AS A MAN
BEARING EVERY ASPECT OF HUMAN NATURE TO THE END, THAN AS GOD MANIFESTING DIVINE NATURE, TO SEE YOU AS

THE DYING REDEEMER THAN AS THE INVISIBLE CREATOR.’

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION 

EX FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NUMBER 36, ITEM, 38, SPRING 2021

EX IRISH PRIVATE COLLECTION

CF: A SIMILAR EXAMPLE IN THE COLLECTIONS OF THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM INV. NO. A.73-1920
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