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LITERATURE



SOME OF THE EARLY EUROPEAN SETTLERS AND VISITORS TO THE NEWLY FOUNDED AUSTRALIAN COLONIES
COLLECTED ABORIGINAL ARTEFACTS, MANY OF WHICH ENDED UP IN BRITAIN OREUROPE OR. HOWEVER, SHIELDS,

UNLIKE OTHER TRADED OBJECTS, WERE NOT EASILY OBTAINED BY THE EUROPEANS AS THEY TOOK MANY HOURS TO
MAKE AND WERE HELD SACRED AND IN HIGH REGARD BY THE ABORIGINALS.

     THE LARGE FLAT SHIELDS WERE USED FOR PROTECTION FROM SPEARS AND BOOMERANGS. THE INCISED LINEAR
DESIGNS WERE ENHANCED AND EMPHASISED WITH PIGMENTS RUBBED INTO THE GROOVES AND WERE MADE BY MEANS

OF A POSSUM-TOOTH ENGRAVING TOOL. THESE REMARKABLY ACCOMPLISHED PATTERNS CHANGED WITH THE
ALTERNATION OF LIGHT AND SHADE IN THE BRIGHT AUSTRALIAN DESERT ENVIRONMENT.

 


