
A FINE OTTOMAN TURKISH SHERBET SPOON AND A DELICATE OTTOMAN TURKISH SHERBET SPOON WITH TEAR SHAPED
TORTOISESHELL BOWL

A FINE OTTOMAN TURKISH SHERBET SPOON WITH TORTOISESHELL BOWL IVORY STEM WITH TURNED SIMULATED ROPE
TWIST DESIGN AND A LARGE NATURAL CORAL FINIAL 

LATE 18TH - EARLY 19TH CENTURY 



SIZE: 25.5CM LONG - 10 INS LONG 

NOW SOLD

AND

A DELICATE OTTOMAN TURKISH SHERBET SPOON WITH TEAR SHAPED TORTOISESHELL BOWL AND CORAL STEM AND
BRASS SEGMENT FINIAL 

SIZE: 21CM LONG - 8¼ INS LONG 
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LITERATURE

THE OTTOMANS LIKED USING MULTIPLE MATERIALS IN COMBINATION AND THE CRAFTSMEN AT THE TOPKAPI PALACE
PRODUCED MANY LUXURY ITEMS USING EXOTIC MATERIALS FROM AROUND THE WORLD. ARTISTS, ARCHITECTS AND



CRAFTSMEN ENGAGED IN ALL THE VARIOUS DECORATIVE ARTS WERE EMPLOYED AND LODGED WITHIN THE GROUNDS
OF THE PALACE. RATHER THAN RELYING ON PLACING ORDERS WITH INDEPENDENT MASTERS, THE OTTOMANS KEPT CO-

OPTING THE BEST ARTISTS THEY COULD FIND INTO THEIR OWN PALACE WORKSHOPS. RECORDS SHOW THAT AT THE
BEGINNING OF THE 16TH CENTURY OVER 360 ARTISANS WERE EMPLOYED AND THAT BY THE END OF THE CENTURY THIS
NUMBER HAD RISEN TO OVER 1500 CRAFTSMEN, ALL ON THE PAYROLL OF THE PALACE. HOWEVER BY THE END OF THE

18TH CENTURY THEIR NUMBER HAD BEEN CONSIDERABLY REDUCED TO A MERE 186.

     TOPKAPI PALACE FORMED THE CENTRE OF THE OTTOMAN WORLD. FOR ALMOST FOUR CENTURIES THE PALACE
PATRONISED THE FINE ARTS PRODUCING TEXTILES, JEWELS, CARPETS, CALLIGRAPHY, ARMS AND ARMOUR,

MANUSCRIPTS AND BOOKBINDING. THE PALACE SERVANTS AND CONCUBINES WERE RECRUITED FROM FAR-FLUNG
PROVINCES OF THE EMPIRE AND THE OTTOMAN RULERS ALSO HAD A PENCHANT FOR PRECIOUS STONES AND EXOTIC

MATERIALS AND THESE ALSO IMPORTED FROM DISTANT SHORES WERE THEN USED TO ACHIEVE THE MOST MAGNIFICENT
RESULTS POSSIBLE IN THE PALACE WORKSHOPS. FOR WEALTHY EUROPEANS THESE LUXURY GOODS BECAME STATUS
SYMBOLS WHILST IN THE EARLY 1800’S, FROM LONDON TO PARIS, IT BECAME THE HEIGHT OF FASHION TO DRESS ‘À LA

TURCA’.

 


