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A FINE NEW ZEALAND MAORI ‘TOKI’ THE LONG SLIGHTLY CURVED WOOD SHAFT WITH DELICATE ADZE MARKS
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A FINE NEW ZEALAND MAORI ‘TOKI’ THE LONG SLIGHTLY CURVED WOOD SHAFT WITH DELICATE ADZE MARKS

TERMINATING WITH A GREENSTONE ADZE BOUND WITH ORIGINAL FLAX 

EARLY 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 53CM LONG - 20¾ INS LONG

CF A SIMILAR EXAMPLE SOLD BY FINCH AND CO IN ‘POLYNESIA; THE MARK AND CAROLYN BLACKBURN COLLECTION OF
POLYNESIAN ART’; ADRIENNE L. KAEPPLER, 2010, ITEM NUMBER, 476, PAGE 344

A FURTHER EXAMPLE CAN BE FOUND IN ART AND ARTEFACTS OF THE PACIFIC, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS, THE JAMES
HOOPER COLLECTION; STEVEN PHELPS, 1976, PLATE NO. 12, ITEM NO. 86, PAGE 44 

 
LITERATURE

BEFORE THE INTRODUCTION OF METAL, TOOLS WERE LIMITED BUT EFFICIENT. NEPHRITE ‘POUNAMU’ WAS HIGHLY
PRIZED, HOWEVER ‘GREYWACKE’ WAS MORE READILY AVAILABLE AND COMMONLY USED. THE STONE ADZE ‘TOKI’ WAS
THE PRINCIPAL TOOL USED FOR FELLING AND DRESSING TIMBER, THE BLADE SECURED TO A STRONG, ELBOW-HAFT

HANDLE CUT FROM A NATURAL FORK IN THE TREE. 

     NEPHRITE, NUMBER SIX ON MOH’S HARDNESS SCALE, WAS PREFERRED AS MATERIAL BECAUSE OF ITS GREATER
ABILITY TO TAKE AND RETAIN A SHARP WORKING EDGE. IT OCCURS IN OUTCROPS IN THE REGIONS OF THE TARAMAKAU

AND ARAHURA RIVERS ON THE WEST COAST OF THE SOUTH ISLAND AND NEAR LAKE WAKATIPU FURTHER SOUTH. 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION, DEVON, ENGLAND

BY DESCENT FROM A 19TH CENTURY NAVAL FAMILY WHO TRAVELED EXTENSIVELY AROUND THE BRITISH EMPIRE 



 


