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HEAD

SOLID CAST WITH EXTENSIVELY CHISELLED AND PUNCHED DECORATION 

RICHLY GILDED BRONZE PATINA WITH PATCHES OF DEEP GREEN

SMALL REPAIR TO NICK ON BLADE

9TH - 8TH CENTURY BC

SIZE: 5.5CM HIGH, 18CM LONG, 3CM DEEP - 2¼ INS HIGH, 7 INS LONG, 1¼ INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

THE KOBAN CULTURE 1100 TO 400 BC IS A LATE BRONZE AGE AND IRON AGE CULTURE OF THE NORTHERN AND
CENTRAL CAUCASUS. IT IS NAMED AFTER THE VILLAGE OF KOBAN WHERE IN 1869 MANY BATTLE AXES, DAGGERS AND

OTHER ITEMS WERE DISCOVERED IN A ‘KURGAN’ OR BURIAL MOUND. THESE AXE HEADS WERE OFTEN FOUND IN GRAVE
SITES AS THEY WERE EMBLEMS OF POWER AND PROBABLY HAD A CULT SIGNIFICANCE. USED IN PERSONAL COMBAT
THEY WERE DECORATED TO INTIMIDATE AN ENEMY. THREE CLOSELY HATCHED RIBS STRENGTHEN AND ADORN THE

OUTER SIDES OF THE SHAFT-HOLE AND THE BLADE SURFACE IS CAREFULLY CHISELLED WITH FINE ABSTRACT LINES; IT
IS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE BEST OF THESE STYLISED AXE HEADS.
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