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PAINTED TIN WOOD PAPIER-MACHE AND FIBRE

OLD LABEL TO BASE ‘STUBENFLIEGE VERGL. 30 FACH’

SECOND HALF 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: APPROX 35CMHIGH, 30CMWIDE, 28CMDEEP - 13% INS HIGH, 113 INS WIDE, 11 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

MAN HAS BEEN CLASSIFYING PLANTS AND ANIMAL SPECIES SINCE RECORDED TIME INTO THOSE THAT WERE USEFUL TO
HIM, THOSE THAT WERE HARMFUL AND THOSE THAT WERE INNOCUOUS OR OF NO PRACTICAL INTEREST. SEVERAL
ANCIENT GREEK PHILOSOPHERS PROPOSED THEIR OVWN CLASSIFICATIONS BASED ON GROWTH HABITS AND
STRUCTURE, OR ON UTILITY, BUT NO FORMAL SYSTEMWAS EVER LAID DOWN.

THE HOUSEFLY ‘MUSCADOMESTICA IS AFLY OF THE SUBORDER CYCLORRHAPHA IT IS BELIEVED TO HAVE EVOLVED
IN THE CENOZOIC ERA, POSSIBLY IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AND HAS SPREAD ALL OVER THE WORLD AS ACOMMENSAL OF
HUMANS. IT IS THE MOST COMMON FLY SPECIES FOUND IN HOUSES. ADULTS ARE GREY TO BLACK, WITH FOUR DARK,

LONGITUDINAL LINES ON THE THORAX SLIGHTLY HAIRY BODIES, AND ASINGLE PAR OF MEMBRANOUS WINGS. THEY
HAVE RED EYES, SET FARTHER APART IN THE SLIGHTLY LARGER FEMALE.

MODELS SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE WOULD BE FOUND IN UNIVERSITIES DURING THE 19TH CENTURY AND EARLY 20TH
CENTURY AS AIDS TO TEACHING. THE DETAILS OF EACH MODEL WERE HIGHLY ACCURATE.
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