
A RARE AND VERY FINE ELIZABETHAN SILVER POMANDER
A RARE AND VERY FINE ELIZABETHAN SILVER POMANDER OF GLOBULAR FORM THE OUTER HINGED SECTIONS EACH

ENGRAVED WITH A ROYAL PORTRAIT 

THE FINIAL SCREWS UPWARDS TO ALLOW THE SECTIONS TO BE LOWERED, EACH SEPARATE COMPARTMENT WITH
FINELY ENGRAVED DECORATION TOGETHER WITH THE HEXAGON CENTRAL COLUMN THE WHOLE RAISED UPON A

CIRCULAR FOOT WITH ROPE-WORK BORDERS 

UNMARKED 

ENGLAND 

LATE 16TH TO EARLY 17TH CENTURY / CIRCA 1600 

SIZE: 8CM HIGH, 5CM DIA. - 3¹⁄  INS HIGH, 2 INS DIA. / 4 OZ. / 113 GRAMS 
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LITERATURE

POMANDERS WERE FIRST MENTIONED IN LITERATURE IN THE MID THIRTEENTH CENTURY. THEY WERE USED IN THE LATE
MIDDLE AGES THROUGH TO THE 17TH CENTURY. A POMANDER, FROM THE FRENCH ‘POMME D’AMBRE’ APPLE OF AMBER,
IS A BALL MADE FOR PERFUMES, SUCH AS AMBERGRIS, MUSK, OR CIVET. THE POMANDER WAS WORN OR CARRIED IN A
VASE, ALSO KNOWN BY THE SAME NAME, AS A PROTECTION AGAINST INFECTIONS IN TIMES OF PESTILENCE OR MERELY
AS A USEFUL ARTICLE TO MODIFY UNPLEASANT ODOURS. THE GLOBULAR CASES WHICH CONTAINED THE POMANDERS

WERE HUNG FROM A NECK-CHAIN OR BELT, OR ATTACHED TO THE GIRDLE, AND WERE USUALLY PERFORATED IN A
VARIETY OF OPENWORK TECHNIQUES, AND MADE OF GOLD OR SILVER. SOMETIMES THEY CONTAINED SEVERAL

PARTITIONS, IN EACH OF WHICH WAS PLACED A DIFFERENT PERFUME.

     THE TERM ‘POMANDER’ CAN REFER TO THE SCENTED MATERIAL ITSELF OR TO THE CONTAINER THAT CONTAINS SUCH
MATERIAL. THE CONTAINER COULD BE MADE OF GOLD OR SILVER AND EVENTUALLY EVOLVED TO BE SHAPED LIKE NUTS,
SKULLS, HEARTS, BOOKS AND SHIPS. SMALLER VERSIONS WERE MADE TO BE ATTACHED BY A CHAIN TO A FINGER RING

AND HELD IN THE HAND. EVEN SMALLER VERSIONS SERVED AS CAPE BUTTONS OR ROSARY BEADS. 

     A RECIPE FOR MAKING POMANDER WAS INCLUDED IN JOHN PARTRIDGE’S ‘THE TREASURY OF COMMODIOUS
CONCEITS, AND HIDDEN SECRETS’ (LONDON, 1586). ‘RECEIPT TO MAKE A POMANDER’ BY FREDERIC MADDEN IN PRIVY
PURSE EXPENSES OF THE PRINCESS MARY, DAUGHTER OF KING HENRY VII, AFTERWARDS QUEEN MARY (1553 - 1558).
‘THE INGREDIENTS WERE, FIRST BENJAMIN (‘BENZOIN, BALSAMIC RESIN’) STORAX, CALAMITE AND LABDANUM, FINELY

LEVIGATED, AND DISSOLVED IN A LITTLE ROSE-WATER OVER THE FIRE. THE COMPOSITION WAS THEN TAKEN OUT, AND
POWDER OF CINNAMON, SWEET SANDERS AND CLOVES ADDED TO IT, ALL OF WHICH WERE WELL MIXED AND RUBBED
TOGETHER. AFTER THIS, AMBERGRIS, MUSK, AND CIVIT, OF EACH THREE GRAINS, WERE PREPARED, THE FIRST BEING

DISSOLVED AND MINGLED WITH THE OTHER TWO… TAKE YOUR POME AND BY DEGREES TO GATHER UP THE LAST THREE
INGREDIENTS, KNEADING AND MIXING THEM WELL WITH THE BALL, TILL THEY BECOME PERFECTLY INCORPORATED WITH

IT’. 
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