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LITERATURE



SITUATED SLIGHTLY NORTH OF THE EQUATOR, SURINAME IS A TROPICAL COUNTRY DOMINATED BY RAINFORESTS.
EUROPEANS ARRIVED IN THE 16TH CENTURY AND A CENTURY LATER DUTCH AND ENGLISH SETTLERS ESTABLISHED

PLANTATION COLONIES ALONG THE MANY RIVERS IN THE FERTILE GUIANA PLAINS. THE EARLIEST DOCUMENTED COLONY
IN GUIANA WAS AN ENGLISH SETTLEMENT NAMED MARSHALL’S CREEK ALONG THE SURINAME RIVER. DISPUTES AROSE
BETWEEN THE DUTCH AND ENGLISH OVER THE CONTROL OF THE TERRITORY, BUT IN 1683 THE SOCIETY OF SURINAME

WAS FOUNDED BY THE CITY OF AMSTERDAM AND WAS CHARTERED TO MANAGE AND DEFEND THE COLONY. FOR THE
DUTCH COLONISTS SURINAME WAS A LUCRATIVE SOURCE OF SUGAR CANE, COFFEE, COCOA AND COTTON AND ITS
PLANTATION ECONOMY WAS DRIVEN BY AFRICAN SLAVE LABOUR. THESE PEOPLES CULTIVATED, HARVESTED AND

PROCESSED ALL OF THE CROPS, AND THEIR TREATMENT AT THE HANDS OF THE PLANTERS WAS NOTORIOUSLY BRUTAL
EVEN BY THE STANDARDS OF THE TIME, WITH THE RESULT THAT MANY ESCAPED, OFTEN WITH THE HELP OF NATIVE
SOUTH AMERICANS LIVING IN THE RAINFORESTS. THESE SO-CALLED ‘RUNAWAYS’ ESTABLISHED A NEW AND UNIQUE

CULTURE IN THE INTERIOR THAT WAS HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL. KNOWN COLLECTIVELY AS ‘MAROONS’, AND TO THE DUTCH
AS ‘MARRONS’, THEY GRADUALLY DEVELOPED SEVERAL INDEPENDENT TRIBES. THEY WOULD MOUNT RAIDS ON THE
PLANTATIONS TO RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS, ACQUIRE WEAPONS, FOOD AND SUPPLIES, AND IN TURN THE COLONISTS

MOUNTED ARMED CAMPAIGNS AGAINST THEM. HOWEVER, THESE ATTACKS WERE INEFFECTUAL AS THEIR ACUTE
KNOWLEDGE OF THE RAINFOREST ALWAYS ENABLED ESCAPE. IN ORDER TO END HOSTILITIES IN THE 18TH CENTURY,
THE EUROPEAN COLONIAL AUTHORITIES SIGNED SEVERAL PEACE TREATIES WITH VARIOUS DIFFERENT TRIBES. THEY

GRANTED THE MAROONS SOVEREIGN STATUS AND TRADE RIGHTS IN THEIR INLAND TERRITORIES GIVING THEM
AUTONOMY. AFTER THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN 1863, THE DUTCH RELIED ON INDENTURED SERVANTS FROM ASIA TO
CULTIVATE THE PLANTATIONS. IN 1954 SURINAME BECAME ONE OF THE CONSTITUENT COUNTRIES OF THE KINGDOM OF

NETHERLANDS, AND IN 1975 LEFT TO BECOME AN INDEPENDENT STATE, BUT STILL MAINTAINS CLOSE ECONOMIC,
DIPLOMATIC AND CULTURAL TIES.

 


