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AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL CENTRAL DESERT REGION EARLY AND EXCEPTIONALLY NARROW SHIELD

AN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL CENTRAL DESERT REGION EARLY AND EXCEPTIONALLY NARROW SHIELD ENGRAVED TO
BOTH SIDES WITH UNDULATING LINES AND COLOURED WITH RED OCHRE

OLD PITCH REPAIR TO ASPEAR HOLE BEHIND HANDLE

SMOOTH OLD PATINAFORMED FROMLONG USE

EARLY TOMD 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 76.5CMLONG, 7.5CMWIDE - 30 INS LONG, 3 INS WIDE
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LITERATURE

THE AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES OF THE CENTRAL DESERT WERE NOMADS AND DID NOT PRACTICE ANY FORMOF
AGRICULTURE OR HAVE ANY DOMESTICATED ANIMALS., EXCEPT FOR THE COMPANIONABLE DINGO DOG. THEY REMAINED
HUNTERS AND FOOD GATHERS FOR CENTURIES LIMNG IN AN UNUSUALLY ARID AND EXACTING COUNTRY WHERE ALIFE
FULL OF HARDSHIP WAS THE NORM THEY SPENT MUCH TIME MAKING AND DECORATING THEIR WEAPONS, WHICH WERE
MAINLY USED FOR HUNTING, AS THEY HAD DEVELOPED A CODE OF LAWS THAT WAS SO WELL BALANCED THEY DID NOT
NEED WARFARE, WITH ALL ITS ATTENDANT HORRORS, TO MAINTAIN SOCIAL BALANCE. FASHIONING SHIELDS FROMTHE
HARDWOOD SHRUBBY TREES SUCH AS ACACIA, KNOWN AS ‘MULGA, WITH GREAT SKILL AND CARE THEY WOULD USE A
POSSUMTOOTH ENGRAVING TOOL TO CREATE DISTINCTIVE UNDULATING LINES WHICH WERE THEN COLOURED WITH
NATURAL EARTH PIGMENTS.



