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LITERATURE

HINDUISM IS SAID TO BE THE OLDEST RELIGION IN THE WORLD. IT IS BASED ON THE RECOGNITION THAT BRAHMAN IS
THE HIGHEST PRINCIPLE IN THE UNIVERSE AND PERVADES ALL OF EXISTENCE. VISHNU IS THE PRESERVER GOD OF THE
HINDU AND HIS FOLLOWERS ALSO WORSHIP RAMA AND KRISHNA WHO ARE INCARNATIONS OF VISHNU. ADHERENTS OF
THIS SECT ARE MONASTIC AND DEVOTED TO MEDITATIVE PRACTICE AND ECSTATIC CHANTING. RADHA IS THE FEMALE

COUNTERPART OF KRISHNA AND HER NAME MEANS ‘PROSPERITY, SUCCESS AND LIGHTNING’. SHE HAS BEEN KNOWN AS
THE GODDESS OF LOVE FROM THE 12TH CENTURY ONWARDS AND IS CONSIDERED AN INCARNATION OF LAKSHIMI, THE
WIFE OF LORD VISHNU AND GODDESS OF WEALTH, FORTUNE AND PROSPERITY. ACCORDING TO LEGEND RADHA WAS

MARRIED, BUT HAD MYSTICAL INTIMACY WITH KRISHNA. BORN A MILKMAID, SHE IS REGARDED AS A GODDESS OF HEAVEN.
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