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OCEANIC AJIAN CARVED VEST HARDWOOD GATA OR SNAKE WAR CLUB ‘KIAKAVO’
AN OCEANIC FIJIAN CARVED VEST HARDWOOD GATA OR SNAKE WAR CLUB ‘KIAKAVO'

OF DISTINCTIVE SPUR FORMAPANEL OF CARVING TO THE HANDLE WITH AN OLD DRILLED HOLE FOR AWRIST THONG

FINE SMOOTH GLOSSY PATINA

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 101CMLONG - 39% INS LONG
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LITERATURE

THE HEAVY TWO-HANDED WAR CLUB WAS THE FAVOURITE WEAPON OF THE FIJIAN WARRIOR AND CONSEQUENTLY ONE
OF THE MOST WIDELY USED ON THE BATTLEFIELD. THE CUTTING EDGE IS FORMED BY THE CONVERGING CHEEKS WHICH
WERE DESIGNED TO CUT THROUGH AND SNAP BONE. VARIOUS DIFFERENT TYPES OF CLUBS WERE DESIGNED TO
INFLICT DIFFERENT TYPES OF INJURIES. THEY WERE MADE WITH ELABORATE SURFACE DESIGNS BY MANY DIFFERENT
CRAFTSMEN WHO PUT FAR MORE ATTENTION INTO THEIR MANUFACTURE THAN WAS NECESSARY FOR THEIR REQUIRED
PURPOSE, BUT THE CLUBS WERE SYMBOLIC EMBODIMENTS OF POWER AND STATUS AS WELL AS PRACTICAL
DELIVERERS OF DESTRUCTION. IT IS SAID THAT THE SPUR ON THESE CLUBS REPRESENTS THE GAPING JAWS OF A
STRIKING ‘GATA OR PACIFIC BOASNAKE OF THE ‘EUGYRUS' SPECIES.



