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SIZES: 35CM HIGH, 31CM WIDE, 22CM DEEP - 13 INS HIGH, 12 INS WIDE, 9 INS DEEP 

41CM HIGH, 39CM WIDE, 14CM DEEP - 16 INS HIGH, 15 INS WIDE, 5 INS DEEP 
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LITERATURE

MOST OF THE IMPERIAL PURPLE PORPHYRY USED AND RECYCLED IN THE LATER COSMATI CHURCH FLOORS, ALTARS,
DOOR FRAMES AND PULPITS WERE TAKEN FROM EARLIER ANCIENT ROMAN VILLAS OR OTHER RUINS. THROUGH THE

12TH AND 13TH CENTURIES SUCCESSIVE GENERATIONS OF COSMATI DESIGNED AND CREATED THE MOST EXQUISITELY
INTRICATE PAVEMENTS IN THE CHURCHES OF ROME AND THEIR WORK BECAME SO FAMOUS THAT PATRONS OF

CHURCHES IN OTHER CITIES WOULD PAY HANDSOMELY TO HAVE THEIR NEW PAVING INSTALLED. A COSMATI WORKER
PETRUS ODERISIUS CAME TO ENGLAND IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE 13TH CENTURY COMMISSIONED BY KING HENRY III
TO LAY THE SANCTUARY PAVEMENT OF LONDON’S WESTMINSTER ABBEY. TRADITIONALLY IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE FIRST
COSMATI FAMILY MEMBERS SOME OF WHOM SIGNED THEIR WORK WITH THE NAME ‘COSMA’, LEARNT THE CRAFT OF ‘OPUS

SECTILE’ IN CONSTANTINOPLE. BECOMING MASTER STONECUTTERS THEY BROUGHT TOGETHER ELEMENTS OF THE
BYZANTINE AND ISLAMIC TRADITIONS MERGING THEM WITH THEIR OWN NATIVE ROMAN HERITAGE.
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