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ANCIENT GREEK MARBLE RELIEF FRAGVIENT DEPICTING THE HEAD OF A GALLOPING HORSE
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LITERATURE

AVIONGST ALL THE ANIMALS IN ANCIENT GREECE IT WAS HORSES THAT WERE HELD IN THE HIGHEST REGARD. IN ART
THEY APPEAR AMONGST THE OLDEST FIGURAL IMAGES, AND AS FIGURINES AND ATTACHMENTS ON THE HANDLES OF
TERRACOTTAAND BRONZE VESSELS. THE LARGE NUMBER OF PERSONAL NAVES CONTAINING THE GREEK WORD FOR
HORSE, ‘HIPPOS’: HIPPARCHQOS, HIPPIAS, HIPPOBOTOS, HIPPODAMOS ETC, ATTESTS TO THE CARE, PRESTIGE AND
POWER ASSOCIATED WITH THEMAS WELL AS THEIR PRESENCE IN DALY LIFE. WEALTH WAS MEASURED BY THE NUMBER
OF SHEEP, CATTLE AND GOATS OWNED BY AHOUSEHOLD WHEREAS HORSES WERE AN INDICATION OF RANK AND
SOCIAL STATUS.
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