
GILT BRONZE OF MARS THE GOD OF WAR
A FINE GILT BRONZE OF MARS THE GOD OF WAR WEARING ORNATE CLASSICAL ROMAN ARMOUR WITH A PLUMED HELMET

AND SWIRLING CLOAK

ATTRIBUTED TO SEBASTIAN SLODTZ (ANTWERP 1655 - 1726 PARIS)

SHIELD TO THE BASE MISSING

RAISED UPON A GREEN ‘STRAW’ PORPHYRY BASE 

LATE 17TH – EARLY 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 16.5CM HIGH - 6½ INS HIGH

 

 
A FINE GILT BRONZE OF MARS THE GOD OF WAR WEARING ORNATE CLASSICAL ROMAN ARMOUR WITH A PLUMED HELMET

AND SWIRLING CLOAK

ATTRIBUTED TO SEBASTIAN SLODTZ (ANTWERP 1655 - 1726 PARIS)

SHIELD TO THE BASE MISSING



RAISED UPON A GREEN ‘STRAW’ PORPHYRY BASE 

LATE 17TH – EARLY 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 16.5CM HIGH - 6½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE SON OF A MASTER CARPENTER, THE FLEMISH SCULPTOR SEBASTIAN SLODTZ JOINED THE PARIS WORKSHOP OF
FRANÇOIS GIRARDON AND UNDER HIS DIRECTION WORKED ON THE SCULPTURAL DECORATION OF VERSAILLES AND ITS

GARDENS. WORKING FOR THE COURT OF LOUIS XIV HE BECAME KNOWN FOR PRODUCING SMALL BRONZE MODELS
WHICH WERE OFTEN REDUCTIONS OF EXISTING STATUES IN THE ROYAL GARDENS IN PARIS. THE BRONZE REDUCTION

PRODUCED OF HIS MARBLE STATUE OF HANNIBAL IS SIMILAR IN DETAIL. HE MARRIED THE DAUGHTER OF DOMENICO
CUCCI, A GOLD AND SILVERSMITH WHO ALSO WORKED FOR THE KING AND WHICH BROUGHT HIM INTO VALUABLE

CONTACT WITH OTHER CRAFTSMEN. THE FINE SURFACE AND GILDING OF THE BRONZE SUGGESTS THE INVOLVEMENT OF
HIS GOLDSMITH FATHER-IN-LAW. MARS WAS A POPULAR SUBJECT AND AT THE MEISSEN PORCELAIN MANUFACTORY

KANDLER PRODUCED A FIGURE BASED ON THIS BRONZE AFTER 1730. THE ELECTOR OF SAXONY MOST PROBABLY HAD
AN EXAMPLE IN HIS COLLECTION AT DRESDEN.

 

 


