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AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN PAINTED FRAGMENT OF A CARTONNAGE CASE FROM A SARCOPHAGUS DEPICTING A SCARAB

BEETLE 

GESSO ON LINEN

ATTACHED OLD LABEL ‘PIECE OF A MUMMY-CASE WITH SCARABAEUS PAINTED TOMBS OF THE KINGS THEBES. J.E.S.’ AND
ANOTHER TO THE REVERSE ‘SCARABAEUS. TOMBS OF THE KINGS THEBES. 12TH FEB 1867’

3RD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD / 22ND DYNASTY 945 - 712 BC

SIZE: 10CM HIGH, 8CM WIDE, 1.5CM DEEP - 4 INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, ½ INS DEEP 
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LITERATURE

‘SCARABAEUS SACER’ WAS THE SACRED SCARAB BEETLE OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS WHICH WAS PERSONIFIED BY THE
CREATOR GOD AND SUN GOD KHEPRI ASSOCIATED WITH RESURRECTION. HE IS SOMETIMES DEPICTED IN TOMB

PAINTINGS AND FUNERARY PAPYRI AS A MAN WITH A SCARAB AS A HEAD, AND AS A DEITY CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH
RESURRECTION. KHEPRI WAS ALSO BELIEVED TO BE SWALLOWED BY HIS MOTHER NUT EACH EVENING AND PASSED

THROUGH HER BODY TO BE REBORN EACH MORNING.

     BECAUSE THE EGYPTIANS OBSERVED THAT SCARAB BEETLES EMERGED APPARENTLY SPONTANEOUSLY FROM BALLS
OF DUNG, NOT SURPRISINGLY THEY BELIEVED THAT THE SCARAB WAS THEREFORE SACRED AND ASSOCIATED WITH THE

PROCESS OF CREATION.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX COLLECTION OF JAMES EWING SOMERVILLE (1843 - 1923) WHO VISITED EGYPT AND PALESTINE IN 1866 - 67 HAVING
GAINED AN M.A. IN 1862 FROM GLASGOW UNIVERSITY

THENCE BY DESCENT

 


