Finch & C°

OCEANIC NEW CALEDONIAN KANAK COCONUT FLASK WITH A SPOUT MADE FROM HUMAN BONE AND BOUND WITH ANELY
BRAIDED COIR SENNIT

ARARE OCEANIC NEW CALEDONIAN KANAK COCONUT FLASK WITH ASPOUT MADE FROMHUMAN BONE AND BOUND WITH
FINELY BRAIDED COIR SENNIT

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 8CMHIGH, 8CMWIDE, 14CMDEEP - 3 INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, 5%2INS DEEP

ARARE OCEANIC NEW CALEDONIAN KANAK COCONUT FLASK WITH ASPOUT MADE FROMHUMAN BONE AND BOUND WITH
FINELY BRAIDED COIR SENNIT

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 8CMHIGH, 8CMWIDE, 14CMDEEP - 3 INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, 5%2INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THIS FLASK MAY HAVE FUNCTIONED AS ARITUAL CONTAINER FOR POTENT MEDICINAL SUBSTANCES FROM FORAGED
PLANTS WHOSE AMULETIC POWERS PROTECTED THE WEARER FROMHARM COMPRISING NUMEROUS ISLANDS IN THE
SOUTH WESTERN PACIFIC OCEAN, CAPTAIN COOK WAS THE FIRST EUROPEAN TO DISCOVER THEMON HIS SECOND
VOYAGE IN 1774. HE NAVED THE AREA ‘NEW CALEDONIA' AS THE NORTHWEST OF THE ISLAND WAS REMARKABLY LIKE
THAT OF SCOTLAND. BY 1840, THE FIRST MISSIONARIES FROM THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY ARRIVED AND
UNEXPECTEDLY FOUND CANNIBALISMTO BE WIDESPREAD IN THE ISLANDS. IN 1849, THE ENTIRE CREW OF AN AVERICAN
SHIP CALLED ‘CUTTER’ WAS KILLED AND EATEN BY THE POUMAPEOPLE. IN 1853, NEW CALEDONIAWAS ANNEXED BY THE
FRENCH AND THE INDIGENOUS KANAK WERE EXCLUDED FROMTHE DEVELOPING ECONOMY, ULTIMATELY BEING
CONFINED TO RESERVATIONS. NEW CALEDONIASTILL REMAINS UNDER FRENCH POLITICAL AUTHORITY.

PROVENANCE



CF: MUSEE DE L'HOMVE PARIS HAS A SIMLAR EXAVPLE COLLECTED IN 1874 (71.1930.20.26.1-2)



