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LITERATURE

THIS FLASK MAY HAVE FUNCTIONED AS A RITUAL CONTAINER FOR POTENT MEDICINAL SUBSTANCES FROM FORAGED
PLANTS WHOSE AMULETIC POWERS PROTECTED THE WEARER FROM HARM. COMPRISING NUMEROUS ISLANDS IN THE

SOUTH WESTERN PACIFIC OCEAN, CAPTAIN COOK WAS THE FIRST EUROPEAN TO DISCOVER THEM ON HIS SECOND
VOYAGE IN 1774. HE NAMED THE AREA ‘NEW CALEDONIA’ AS THE NORTHWEST OF THE ISLAND WAS REMARKABLY LIKE

THAT OF SCOTLAND. BY 1840, THE FIRST MISSIONARIES FROM THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY ARRIVED AND
UNEXPECTEDLY FOUND CANNIBALISM TO BE WIDESPREAD IN THE ISLANDS. IN 1849, THE ENTIRE CREW OF AN AMERICAN
SHIP CALLED ‘CUTTER’ WAS KILLED AND EATEN BY THE POUMA PEOPLE. IN 1853, NEW CALEDONIA WAS ANNEXED BY THE

FRENCH AND THE INDIGENOUS KANAK WERE EXCLUDED FROM THE DEVELOPING ECONOMY, ULTIMATELY BEING
CONFINED TO RESERVATIONS. NEW CALEDONIA STILL REMAINS UNDER FRENCH POLITICAL AUTHORITY.

 

 
PROVENANCE



CF: MUSÉE DE L'HOMME PARIS HAS A SIMILAR EXAMPLE COLLECTED IN 1874 (71.1930.20.26.1-2)

 


