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LITERATURE

JOHN BRATBY WAS AFOUNDER OF THE ENGLISH ‘KITCHEN SINK' SCHOOL OF ART. MANY OF HIS WORKS WERE
PORTRAITS OF HIS FRIENDS, CELEBRITIES AND FAMLY. THIS PORTRAIT IS OF HIS SECOND WIFE PATTI, WHO HE MET
THROUGH A‘LONELY HEARTS COLUMN AND MARRIED IN 1977. THE BACKGROUND DEPICTS ISTANBUL AND THREE OF ITS
MOSQUES, TRAVEL PROVIDING INSPIRATION FOR MUCH OF HIS PAINTING IN THE 1980’S.

IN 1956, BRATBY AND THE OTHER ‘KITCHEN SINK' ARTISTS EDWARD MDDLEDITCH, JACK SMTH AND DEREK GREAVES
WERE CHOSEN TO REPRESENT BRITAIN AT THE VENICE BIENNALE. BRATBY'S SOCIAL-REALIST SCENES OF DOMESTIC
LIFE ANTICIPATED THE LATER ‘POP ART MOVEMENT OF THE 1960’S. IN THE SAVE YEAR, 1956, HIS ‘STILL LIFE WITH CHIP
FRIER’ WAS PURCHASED BY THE TATE GALLERY OF LONDON. THIS LATER PORTRAIT IN HIS USUAL BRIGHT UNFORGIVING
PALETTE OF COLOUR, SHOWS OFF HIS DEVOTED WIFE TO THE WORLD WITH HIS UNMSTAKABLE LIFE-ENHANCING
VULGARITY.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

EXHIBITED NATIONAL PORTRAT GALLERY LABEL TO REVERSE CATALOGUE NO. 26 (11)

CF: ASIMLAR ‘SELF PORTRAIT IN MSSONI CARDIGAN WITH PATTI IN RED AND ISTANBUL MOSQUES' IN YALE CENTRE FOR
BRITISH ART CONNECTICUT U.S.A (B1998.24.2)



