
RARE POLYNESIAN FIJIAN PRIEST’S ‘TĀNOA’ OR ‘KUMETE’ SHALLOW BOWL OF VESI WOOD WITH SERRATED SKIRTING
BENEATH THE RIM

A RARE POLYNESIAN FIJIAN PRIEST’S ‘TĀNOA’ OR ‘KUMETE’ SHALLOW BOWL OF VESI WOOD WITH SERRATED SKIRTING
BENEATH THE RIM

INWARDLY RAKED UNTAPERED LEGS THE SHALLOW BOWL WITH ANCIENT LAYERED PATINA OF YAQONA DEPOSITS A
HANGING LUG ‘DALIGA’ TO THE UNDERSIDE THE RIM HAVING FIVE ‘TALLY’ MARK DEPRESSIONS SUGGESTING A

SUCCESSION OF CHIEFLY OR PRIESTLY OWNERS

OLD SMOOTH SILKY INTERIOR WITH BLACKENED AGED PATINA TO UNDERSIDE

LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 16.5CM HIGH, 48CM DIA. (MAX) - 6½ INS HIGH, 19 INS DIA. (MAX) 
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LITERATURE

THE SAW TOOTH SKIRTING TOGETHER A REMARKABLE BLACKENED PATINA TO THE UNDERSIDE OF THIS ‘TĀNOA’ OR
‘KUNETE’ BOWL POINTS TO A RELIGIOUS USE IN RITUAL FIJIAN YAQONA RITES ASSOCIATED WITH INVOKING ANCESTOR

SPIRITS. THE SAW TOOTHED ‘TAVATAVA’ SKIRTING CAN BE SEEN ON SOME EXAMPLES OF CHIEF’S WHALE IVORY OR
WHALEBONE BREAST PLATES, EARRINGS AND BROAD-BLADED WOODEN CLUBS. IT IS HIGHLY SIGNIFICANT AS THIS

DECORATION IS ALSO USED ON PRIEST’S OIL DISHES AND DIRECTLY LINKS THIS BOWL TO A RITUAL USE IN INVOKING
ANCESTOR SPIRITS. THE CHOSEN SPIRIT WAS OFFERED AND DRANK THE YAQONA LIQUID THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF THE

PRIEST WHOM IT POSSESSED FOR THE OCCASION. THE BOWL OR ‘TĀNOA’ WAS USED FOR MIXING THE INTOXICATING
LIQUID PRESIDED OVER BY THE SPIRITUALLY POSSESSED PRIEST ‘BETE’ WHO WOULD THEN DRINK THE FIRST CUP

DRAWN FROM THE BOWL ON THE ANCESTOR SPIRITS' BEHALF. THE BOWL WAS ONE OF THE SACRED RITUAL OBJECTS
KEPT IN THE SPIRIT HOUSE AND DEDICATED TO A PARTICULAR ‘KALOU’ OR ANCESTOR-SPIRIT. THE SMOKE BLACKENED

PATINA INDICATES THAT THE BOWL WAS HUNG BOTTOM OUTERMOST FROM THE WALL OF THE SPIRIT HOUSE
‘BUREKALOU’ IN WHICH A SMOULDERING FIRE WAS CONSTANTLY KEPT BURNING IN THE HEARTH.

SHORTLY BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF CAPTAIN COOK IN TONGA IN THE 1770’S, CARPENTERS FROM MANONO IN SAMOA
CAME TO EASTERN FIJI TO PRODUCE PLANK BUILT VOYAGING CANOES FROM THE READILY AVAILABLE STANDS OF VESI

WOOD. THESE CARPENTERS ALSO BECAME RENOWNED FOR THEIR SUPERB ‘KUMETE’ OR ‘TĀNOA’ BOWLS WHICH WERE
DISTRIBUTED BY EXCHANGE THROUGHOUT THE REGION. THE LARGE BOWLS CUT FROM A SINGLE BLOCK OF SACRED

VESI WOOD WERE USED FOR THE RITUAL BREWING AND DRINKING OF A CONCOCTION MADE BY THE INFUSION OF
CHEWED WADS OF KAVA OR YAQONA PEPPERBUSH ROOT ‘PIPER METHYSTICUM’ IN WATER, AND ALTHOUGH THE ORIGINS

OF MAKING THIS INTOXICATING LIQUID ARE PRE-CONTACT IN DATE, THE CEREMONIAL CHIEFLY RITUALS AND TONGAN
STYLE OF KAVA PREPARATION WHICH BECAME WIDESPREAD IN FIJI, DATE FROM THE LATE 18TH CENTURY.

 

 
PROVENANCE

JOHN CORDY LTD. AUCKLAND NEW ZEALAND 1964 LOT 58 FROM THE SALE OF THE REIZENSTEIN ESTATE

OFFERED FOR SALE AGAIN AT JOHN CORDY LTD IN 2002 ACQUIRED BY PETER STRATFORD OF AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

CF: SIMILAR SKIRTING CAN BE SEEN ON SEVERAL PRIESTS DISHES AND FOUR YAQONA MIXING STRAINERS IN THE
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY

 


