
JAPANESE AMULETIC NETSUKE MADE FROM THE CLAWED FOOT OF A GOSHAWK WITH ATTACHED HAWKING BELL
A RARE AND UNUSUAL JAPANESE AMULETIC NETSUKE MADE FROM THE CLAWED FOOT OF A GOSHAWK WITH ATTACHED

HAWKING BELL

THE CLAWS TURNED IN FOR COMPACTNESS

A METAL RING FOR CORD ATTACHMENT TO ONE CLAW

SMOOTH SILKY OLD PATINATION

18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 7CM HIGH, 4CM WIDE, 2.5CM DEEP - 2¾ INS HIGH, 1½ INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

JAPANESE FALCONRY KNOWN AS ‘TAKAGARI’ BEGAN AS A SPORT IN THE 4TH CENTURY AD. IT BECAME AN HONOURABLE
AND POPULAR PASTIME PRACTISED AMONGST THE SAMURAI AS WELL AS THE NOBLES OF THE COURT AND WAS HELD IN
HIGH ESTEEM. GOSHAWKS BECAME SYMBOLS OF STATUS WITH PORTRAITS COMMISSIONED BY SAMURAI OWNERS IN THE
EARLY EDO PERIOD OF THEIR INDIVIDUAL BIRDS OF PREY. NATURAL FORMED NETSUKE SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE WOULD
HAVE BEEN WORN BY THE HUNTER BOTH AS A MARK OF RANK AND TO ATTAIN THE AMULETIC POWER, PROPERTIES AND

PROTECTION OF THE HAWK.

 

 


