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WEST AFRICAN COTE D'IVOIRE BAULE LOOM HEDDLE PULLEY
AWEST AFRICAN COTE D'I'VOIRE BAULE LOOMHEDDLE PULLEY

FINE OLD SMOOTH SILKY DARK PATINA

EARLY 20TH CENTURY

SIZE: 18.5CMHIGH, 6.5CMWIDE, 6.5CMDEEP - 77 INS HIGH, 2°2 INS WIDE, 272 INS DEEP / 19.5CMHIGH - 7% INS HIGH
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LITERATURE

THESE PULLEYS FROMWHICH THE DOUBLE HEDDLES OF THE MEN'S HORIZONTAL LOOM ARE SUSPENDED HAVE
PROVIDED BAULE SCULPTORS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY OF CREATING AESTHETIC ‘TOURS DE FORCE'. THEY ARE MADE
TOHOLD THE PULLEY AT THE TOP OF AMAN'S LOOM FROMWHICH THE TWO HEDDLES WERE HUNG AND ALTERNATIVELY
RAISED AND LOWERED, THUS CREATING THE SHEDS AND COUNTER-SHEDS NECESSARY IN WEAVING. THESE WEST
AFRICAN LOOMS PRODUCE ARIBBON OF FABRIC ABOUT FOUR INCHES WIDE WHICH IS THEN MADE UP INTO CLOTHING
FOR MEN.

THE PULLEYS ARE CARVED WITH THE ATTRIBUTES OF HUMAN BEAUTY THAT ACCORD TO BAULE IDEALS. CARVED IN
MNIATURE, THIS FIGURE HAS AN ELABORATE COIFFURE, FACIAL SCARIFICATION AND HALF MOON EYES WITH AN ELEGANT
FACE THAT EVOKES APERSONALITY. ALTHOUGH REGARDED AS UNPRETENTIOUS BY THEIR NATURE, THESE
SCULPTURES STAND ON EQUAL TERMS WITH OTHER PIECES WHICH ARE TEN TIMES THE SIZE.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE COLLECTION OF THE MODERN BRITISH ARTIST DAVIE (1920 - 2014)



