


A RARE AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL NEW SOUTH WALES WESTERN VICTORIA SOUTH EAST OF THE MURRAY RIVER REGION
A RARE AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL NEW SOUTH WALES WESTERN VICTORIA SOUTH EAST OF THE MURRAY RIVER REGION

STONE CUT DENSE HARDWOOD NARROW PARRYING SHIELD DECORATED WITH TOTEMIC DESIGNS TO THE FRONT
CONTAINING TRACES OF WHITE-CLAY WITH A SOLID CUT HANDLE BEHIND

FINE OLD DARK PATINA THE FRONTAL SURFACE SHOWING DENTS AND CUTS FROM CLUBS AND SPEARS

EARLY TO MID 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 80.5CM HIGH, 13CM WIDE - 31¾ INS HIGH, 5 INS WIDE
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LITERATURE

ABORIGINAL SHIELDS DATING FROM THE 19TH CENTURY FROM THIS AREA ARE RARE AS BY THE 1850’S MOST OF
SOUTHEASTERN AUSTRALIA WAS UNDER EUROPEAN CONTROL WITH MANY ABORIGINAL GROUPS DISPLACED AND

DISPOSSESSED OF THEIR LAND. EARLY COLLECTORS DISPLAYED A DEFINITE BIAS TOWARDS MEN’S WEAPONS CARVED
WITH INTERESTING DESIGNS AND ROBUST ENOUGH TO WITHSTAND THE RIGOURS OF TRAVEL AND THE VAGARIES OF

STORAGE WHICH MORE FRAGILE PIECES WOULD NOT SURVIVE. THE SHIELDS FROM WESTERN VICTORIA WERE USED AS
PROTECTION AND FOR WARDING OFF CLUBS AND SPEARS IN CLOSE COMBAT. MADE OF A DENSE, DARK HARD WOOD

THEY ARE STONE CARVED WITH INCISED PATTERNS WHICH ARE ENHANCED BY WHITE KAOLIN AND RED OCHRE RUBBED
INTO THE GROOVES. THIS IN BRIGHT SUNSHINE WOULD CREATE AN EFFECT OF A FLASHING LIGHT BEFORE THE ENEMY’S

EYES.

     THESE SHIELDS BEARING COMPLEX DESIGNS WERE USED ONLY IN WARFARE OR IN CONNECTION WITH CEREMONIAL
ACTIVITIES. WARFARE BETWEEN DIFFERENT GROUPS WAS SUBJECTED TO STRICT RULES AND RITUALISED CLASHES
BETWEEN OPPOSING FORMATIONS OF TENSED WARRIORS, THEIR BODIES AND SHIELDS GLISTENING WITH COLOUR,
THEY ENACTED BATTLES IN WHICH FEW WERE ACTUALLY KILLED AND THE INTENTION SEEMED TO BE ONE OF RITUAL

WOUNDING.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE UK COLLECTION



CF: PITT RIVERS MUSEUM UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD HAS A SIMILAR NARROW SHIELD COLLECTED BY G.H. COX VICTORIAN
1864 (1886.1.1602.)

NATIONAL GALLERY OF VICTORIA CHRISTENSEN COLLECTION (H195) HAS A SIMILAR STONE CARVED NARROW SHIELD
DECORATED WITH PIPE CLAY AND RED OCHRE

 


