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LITERATURE

THE GREENLAND INUIT TRADITIONALLY USED EVERY PART OF THE NARWHAL, BURNING THE BLUBBER IN LAMPS, USING
THE BACK SINEWS TO SEW BOOTS AND CLOTHES, AND THE SKIN FOR DOG SLED TRACES. THE TUSKS WERE TOOLS OF
SURVIVAL IN A TREELESS LANDSCAPE USED AS SLED RUNNERS, TENT POLES AND HARPOONS. NARWHAL MEAT  FED

BOTH DOGS AND HUMANS AND WAS A LAST NUTRITIONAL OPPORTUNITY BEFORE TOTAL DARKNESS CLOSED OVER THE
LAND. ‘MATTAK’ THE LAYER OF SKIN AND BLUBBER THAT WAS EATEN RAW WAS SAID TO TASTE LIKE HAZELNUTS AND WAS

PRIZED BY THE INUIT AS A SEASONAL DELICACY.

     THE NARWHAL’S FATE IS TIED TO THE ICE AND PREHISTORIC FOSSILS HAVE BEEN FOUND AS FAR SOUTH AS NORFOLK
TO WHICH THE ICE COVER EXTENDED 50,000 YEARS AGO. THE ICE PROTECTS THE NARWHALS FROM THE ORCA THAT

CAN ATTACK THE PODS AND GIVES THEM EXCLUSIVE ACCESS TO PREY, ESPECIALLY THE GREENLANDIC HALIBUT THAT
LIE BENEATH. HOWEVER, THEY MUST ALSO AVOID LINGERING TOO LONG IN THE FJORDS AS THEY CAN GET TRAPPED AS

THE ICE EXPANDS AND THE CRACKS SHRINK PREVENTING THEM FROM BEING ABLE TO BREATHE. NARWHALS SPEND
HALF THE YEAR IN DENSE POLAR ICE AND WITH THE WARMING OF THE ARCTIC ARE NOW IMPERILLED.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION LORD ALISTAIR MCALPINE

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION MORRIS BRAHAM



MCALPINE AND BRAHAM RAN A GALLERY TOGETHER IN CORK STREET, LONDON DURING THE 1980’S

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION

NOW SOLD - FURTHER LONG ANTIQUE EXAMPLES ALWAYS REQUIRED FOR STOCK

 


