
ENGLISH WATERCOLOUR AND INK ON PAPER DEPICTING THE MOUNTAINS HILLS CRAGS CITIES SIGHTS AND NOTABLE
BUILDINGS AROUND THE WORLD

A LARGE RARE AND UNUSUAL ENGLISH WATERCOLOUR AND INK ON PAPER DEPICTING THE MOUNTAINS HILLS CRAGS
CITIES SIGHTS AND NOTABLE BUILDINGS AROUND THE WORLD 

ALL LISTED ON A PAPER SLIDE AFFIXED TO THE PICTURE SHOWING THEIR ORDERED HEIGHTS ON A SCALE MARKED IN
FEET FROM THE SOUTH AMERICAN ANDEAN EXTINCT VOLCANO ‘CHIMBORAÇO’ DOWN TO THE ‘RACESTAND AT BRIGHTON’

‘THE TOP OF KEW PAGODA’ AND FINALLY ‘A LAYER OF THE SEA’ 

SIGNED JAMES. S. HUGHES AND DATED NOV’ 13 1813 

SEPIA WATERCOLOUR HEIGHTENED WITH WHITE AND WITH OUTLINES IN INK

IN ORIGINAL GILT FRAME 

CIRCA 1813 

SIZE: 92CM HIGH, 131CM WIDE - 36¼ INS HIGH, 51½ INS WIDE / 110CM HIGH, 149CM WIDE - 43¼ INS HIGH, 58¾ INS WIDE
(WITH FRAME) 
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LITERATURE

IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, ROMANTICISM AND THE PICTURESQUE BECAME A POPULAR LEARNED
ALTERNATIVE TO THE ORDERED WORLD OF ENLIGHTENMENT THOUGHT. MOUNTAINS WERE REGARDED AS BOTH

BEAUTIFUL AND SUBLIME WITH THE ALPS BEGINNING TO BE EXPLORED BY ENGLISH CLIMBERS SUCH AS COLONEL MARK
BEAUFOY WHO ASCENDED MONT BLANC FOUR TIMES. BOOKS WERE PUBLISHED WHICH TAUGHT PEOPLE ON HOW TO

ATTAIN ROMANTIC SENSIBILITY. WILLIAM GILPIN IN HIS ‘OBSERVATIONS ON THE RIVER WYE … RELATIVE CHIEFLY TO
PICTURESQUE BEAUTY …’ INSTRUCTED LEISURED TRAVELLERS TO EXAMINE THE FACE OF A COUNTRY BY THE RULES

OF PICTURESQUE BEAUTY. 

     THIS PAINTING PRESENTS BOTH THE PICTURESQUE NATURE OF THE WORLD’S MOUNTAINS TOGETHER WITH THEIR
ORDERED HEIGHT. IT IS A LEARNED STUDY AND A ‘WISH LIST’. 
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