
SCOTTISH SAILORS FID OR MARLINSPIKE OF ROSEWOOD CARVED WITH AN ACANTHUS LEAF SHAPED POMMEL AND A STEEL
SHAFT WITH A SILVER COLLAR

AN UNUSUAL SCOTTISH SAILORS FID OR MARLINSPIKE OF ROSEWOOD CARVED WITH AN ACANTHUS LEAF SHAPED
POMMEL AND A STEEL SHAFT WITH A SILVER COLLAR 

INSCRIBED ‘JAMES KENNEDY RIGGER PERTH’

A SILVER CAP TO THE HANDLE WITH ‘J.K. 1833’ TWO SILVER EYELETS FOR A WRIST THONG

CIRCA 1833

SIZE: 28CM LONG - 11 INS LONG / 31CM HIGH - 12¼ INS HIGH (WITH BASE) 
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LITERATURE

SAILORS FID’S WERE USED FOR SPLICING, REEVING AND UNTANGLING THE MANILA AND HEMP LINE USED FOR THE
RIGGING OF SHIPS, FOR MAKING GROMMETS WHICH ARE THE EQUIVALENT TO BUTTONHOLES IN SAILS, CANOPIES AND
TARPAULINS AND FOR ANY OTHER TASK FOR WHICH AN OVERSIZE BODKIN IS USEFUL IN MAKING ROPE AND CANVAS.

STEEL MARLINSPIKES PERFORMED THE SAME FUNCTIONS, BUT COULD ALSO BE USED WITH WIRE RIGGING.

 


