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TWO LARGE ANTIQUE FRAGMENTS OF IMPERIAL PORPHYRY

PROBABLY USED FOR COSMATI WORK

16TH - 17TH CENTURY 

SIZES: 20CM HIGH, 43CM WIDE, 8CM DEEP - 8 INS HIGH, 17 INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP AND 15CM HIGH, 29CM WIDE, 6CM DEEP -
6 INS HIGH, 11¼ INS WIDE, 2¼ DEEP
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LITERATURE

THE ANCIENT ROMANS COVETED PORPHYRY, A HARD PURPLE-COLOURED VOLCANIC ROCK PEPPERED WITH WHITE
CRYSTALS OF FELDSPAR, AND THE EMPERORS NERO, TRAJAN AND HADRIAN RESTRICTED IT TO IMPERIAL USE. THE
EGYPTIAN QUARRIES KNOWN AS ‘MONS PORPHYRITES’ WERE OPENED IN THE 1ST CENTURY AD AND WORKED FOR

FOUR HUNDRED YEARS. LOCATED IN THE EASTERN DESERT AT GEBEL DOKHAN THEY WERE REGARDED BY THE
EMPERORS AS THEIR EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY.

    

 
PROVENANCE

FOUND IN A LONDON MARBLE YARD

EX LONDON PRIVATE COLLECTION 



 


