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4TH - 3RD CENTURYBC

SIZE: 4 5CMHIGH, 5.5CMWIDE, 1.5CMDEEP - 1% INS HIGH, 2% INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

THE ETRUSCANS WERE WELL KNOWN IN ANTIQUITY FOR THEIR RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE. AMONG THE ROMANS THEY
WERE KNOWN NOT ONLY FOR THEIR RESPECT FOR THE DIVINE, BUT ALSO FOR THEIR SKILL IN INTERPRETING THIS
GUIDANCE THROUGH HIGHLY DEVELOPED TECHNIQUES OF DIVINATION. THE ETRUSCAN PRIESTS CONCERNED, KNOWN
AS ‘HARUSPICES WERE SO HIGHLY REGARDED THAT THE ROMANS WERE WILLING TO CONSULT THEMIN MOMENTS OF
CRISIS. THE PRINCIPAL DIVINATION TECHNIQUES WERE BASED ON OBSERVING DETAILS OF SIGNS SUCH AS LIGHTNING,
THE APPEARANCE OF THE INTESTINES OF SACRIFICED ANIMALS AND THE FLIGHT OF BIRDS.

THE PRACTICE OF OFFERING ANATOMICAL VOTIVES AT THE SANCTUARIES OF DEITIES ASSOCIATED WITH HEALING AND
FERTILITY INCREASED IN POPULARITY FROMTHE 5TH CENTURY BC ONWARDS. THEY WERE MADE TO ENSURE DIVINE
FAVOUR OR TO GIVE THANKS FOR HEALTH AND PROTECTION. THE VOTIVE MODELS WERE STORED PERMANENTLY AT THE
SANCTUARIES IN HUGE NUMBERS AND WERE OFTEN CAREFULLY BURIED WHEN THE SITE WAS ABANDONED.
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