Finch & C°

WEST AFRICAN YORUBA CARVED 'ERE IBEJI' TWIN AGURE
WEST AFRICAN YORUBA CARVED 'ERE IBEJI' TWIN FIGURE

AVERY FINE UNUSUAL AND ANCIENT MALE TWIN FIGURE OF LONG SLENDER ABSTRACT FORMTRACES OF
SCARIFICATION TO THE FACE BENEATH ASTYLISED HELMETED HAIRDO

SMOOTH BLACKENED CRUSTY PATINA

OSOGBO AREA

LATE 19TH — EARLY 20TH CENTURY

SIZES: 25.5CMHIGH - 10 INS HIGH
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LITERATURE

AMONG THE YORUBA PEOPLE TWINS ARE BELIEVED TO BE POWERFUL SPIRITS, FELLOW TRAVELLERS WITH THE GODS
AND ARE REFERRED TO AS ‘ORISHAMEJI WHOIT IS SAID ‘ENTER THE WORLD WITH MANY FOLLOWERS'. THEIR
IMPORTANCE IN INFLUENCING THE LIFE OF AYORUBAFAMLY IS SECOND ONLY TO THAT OF THE ANCESTORS AND THE
GODS.

WHEN ATWIN DIES, EITHER AS ABABY OR LATER IN LIFE, THE PARENTS CONSULT IFATO LEARN WHETHER AN ‘ERE
IBEJI OR MEMORIAL IMAGE SHOULD BE CARVED AND BY WHOM THEY WILL PROVIDE THE SCULPTOR WITH KOLANUTS
AND ACOCKEREL FOR SACRIFICE AS HE PREPARES TO CUT THE TREE FOR THE WOOD WITH WHICH HE WILL CARVE THE
TWIN FIGURE. DURING THE PERIOD OF CARVING THE MOTHER WILL SEND FOOD AND AGAIN PRESENT HIMWITH GIFTS OF
FOOD WHEN THE ‘ERE IBEJI' IS PRESENTED TO HER. UPON RECEMNG THE FIGURE SHE WILL PLACE IT ON HER BACK
TUCKED INTO HER CLOTH WRAPPER AS SHE WOULD ALIMNG CHILD AND DANCE TOHER HOUSE LISTENING ALL THE
WAY BACK TO THE SONGS FOR IBEJI SUNG BY THE WOMEN OF HER COMPOUND.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE COLLECTION THE NETHERLANDS

CF: IBEJI| GEORGE CHEMECHE 2003 NO. 74



