
EARLY JAPANESE IVORY NETSUKE OF A RAKAN OR ARHAT
AN EARLY JAPANESE IVORY NETSUKE OF A RAKKAN OR ARHAT ONE OF THE SAINTLY DISCIPLES OF THE BUDDHA

DEPICTED WITH A SHAVEN HEAD LARGE EARS AND A BUDDHIST CLOAK SEATED IN A CAVE

OLD WORN SMOOTH PATINA

UNSIGNED

EARLY 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 4CM HIGH - 1½ INS HIGH
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LITERATURE

RAKKAN MEANS ‘DESERVING WORSHIP’ AND IMPLIES THE CONQUERING OF ALL HUMAN PASSIONS, THE POSSESSION OF
SUPERNATURAL POWERS AND THE EXEMPTION FROM TRANSMIGRATION. THE FIGURE PERHAPS REPRESENTS THE

RAKKAN ‘INGADA SONJA’.
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