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LITERATURE
THE DUTCH AND PORTUGUESE WERE CALLED BY THE JAPANESE ‘NAMBANJIN’ A TERM MEANING ‘SOUTHERN

BARBARIAN’, AND DURING THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES THE MERCHANTS WERE ONLY PERMITTED TO TRADE AT
NAGASAKI WITH CONTACT WITH THE REST OF JAPAN FORBIDDEN. CONSEQUENTLY MANY NETSUKE CARVERS HAD NEVER

SET EYES ON A LIVE ‘NAMBANJIN’, AND SO LIKENESSES WERE TAKEN FROM THE NAGASAKI WOOD BLOCK PRINTS AND
PAINTINGS DEPICTING THE DUTCH AND OTHER FOREIGNERS.
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