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LITERATURE

PHRENOLOGY WAS DEVELOPED BY THE GERMAN PHYSICIAN FRANZ JOSEPH GALL IN 1796 AND CONCERNED THE
MEASUREMENT OF BUMPS ON THE SKULL TO PREDICT MENTAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAITS. GALL BELIEVED THAT THE

BRAIN IS THE ORGAN OF THE MIND AND THAT CERTAIN AREAS HAVE A LOCALISED SPECIFIC FUNCTION. THE CENTRAL
IDEA THAT MEASURING THE CONTOUR OF THE SKULL TO PREDICT PERSONALITY TRAITS BECAME A POPULAR PASTIME IN

THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY. BY THE 1840’S THERE WERE MORE THAN TWENTY EIGHT PHRENOLOGICAL SOCIETIES IN
LONDON WITH OVER 1000 MEMBERS. THE SCOTTISH PHRENOLOGIST GEORGE COMBE ESTABLISHED THE

PHRENOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH AND WAS ASKED BY QUEEN VICTORIA AND PRINCE ALBERT TO READ THE
HEADS OF THEIR CHILDREN.

     PHRENOLOGICAL THEORY IS NOW DISCREDITED AND TERMED A PSEUDOSCIENCE, BUT IT WAS INFLUENTIAL IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE STUDY OF PSYCHIATRY AND PSYCHOLOGY IN THE 19TH CENTURY. GALL’S ASSUMPTION THAT

CHARACTER, THOUGHTS AND EMOTIONS ARE LOCATED IN SPECIFIC AREAS OF THE BRAIN IS CONSIDERED AN
IMPORTANT HISTORICAL ADVANCE TOWARD NEUROPSYCHOLOGY.

 

 


