
ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC RED SANDSTONE HEAD OF A DEITY
AN ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC RED SANDSTONE HEAD OF A DEITY PERHAPS FROM A SHRINE WITH OVAL EYES AND

DOWNTURNED SLIT MOUTH

TRACES OF FOSSILISED SHELL IN THE STONE

1ST CENTURY B.C – 1ST CENTURY A.D

SIZE: 32CM HIGH, 17CM WIDE, 19CM DEEP - 12½ INS HIGH, 6¾ INS WIDE, 7½ INS DEEP / 35CM HIGH - 13¾ INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)
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LITERATURE

THE HUMAN HEAD HAD AN OVERWHELMING SIGNIFICANCE TO ALL CELTIC PEOPLE. THE HEAD SYMBOLISED DIVINITY
ITSELF AND WAS THE POSSESSOR OF EVERY DESIRABLE QUALITY. AS THE CENTRE OF SPIRITUAL POWER IT WAS A

CONSPICUOUS RECURRING IMAGE IN THEIR RITUALS, WARFARE AND MYTHOLOGY. THE HEAD APPEARS IN THEIR ART
FROM THE EARLIEST KNOWN REPRESENTATIONS IN CENTRAL EUROPE TO THE ILLUMINATED MANUSCRIPTS OF THE

CHRISTIAN IRISH. THE CELTS WERE HEADHUNTERS, BUT THEIR COLLECTING OF THESE TROPHIES WAS NOT JUST TO
BOAST OF THEIR VALOUR AND PROWESS, THEY BELIEVED A PROTECTIVE POWER RESIDED IN THEM. STONE HEADS
WERE OFTEN SCULPTED AS OFFERINGS AND PLACED IN SACRED SPRINGS, BOGS AND RIVERS WHERE THE GODS

RESIDED. EXTENSIVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE SHOWS THESE SITES TO BE PARTICULARLY FAVOURED FOR VOTIVE
OFFERINGS, BUT IT HAS ALSO BEEN SHOWN THAT THE CELTS CONSTRUCTED PERMANENT SHRINES OF TIMBER AND

OTHER RITUAL ENCLOSURES WHERE THE GODS COULD BE PROPITIATED. 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE UK COLLECTION ACQUIRED LONDON ART MARKET EARLY 1980’S

 


