
COLLECTION OF THIRTY ONE ENGLISH CARVED IVORY DOG WHISTLES
A COLLECTION OF THIRTY ONE ENGLISH CARVED IVORY DOG WHISTLES DEPICTING VARIOUS HUNTING HOUNDS

INCLUDING GREYHOUNDS BLOOD HOUNDS BEAGLES ENGLISH POINTERS LURCHERS AND ONE UNUSUAL CROSSED
WILD BOAR / DOG WITH PROTRUDING TUSKS 

THE EYES INLAID WITH GLASS OR HORN 

19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 7CM LONG - 2¾ INS LONG (MAX) / 4CM LONG - 1½ INS LONG (MIN)
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LITERATURE

IN 1876 FRANCIS GALTON INVENTED A SILENT WHISTLE ‘GALTONS WHISTLE’ WHICH EMITTED SOUND IN THE ULTRA-
SONIC RANGE WHICH DOGS AND DOMESTIC CATS CAN HEAR. IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE FERAL ANCESTORS OF CATS AND
DOGS EVOLVED THIS HIGHER RANGE HEARING IN ORDER TO DETECT THE HIGH FREQUENCY SOUNDS MADE BY SMALL
RODENTS, THEIR PREFERRED PREY. GALTON’S INVENTION OVERTOOK THE OLD FORM OF HUNTING DOG WHISTLE AS IT

CONVENIENTLY MADE NO LOUD SOUND ONLY A QUITE HISSING. 

     ONE OF THE CRUCIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR REALLY SUCCESSFUL HUNTING IS A WELL TRAINED PACK OF HOUNDS OR
INDIVIDUAL GUN DOG. WHISTLES WERE USED FOR TRAINING ON COMMAND AND TO COMMUNICATE INSTRUCTIONS SUCH

AS WHEN TO GO AND WHEN TO STOP. ALL HOUND BREEDS CAN BE TRACED BACK TO A DISTINCTIVE EARLY TYPE OF
RUNNING DOG WHICH CAN BE FOUND IN ANCIENT ROMAN FRESCOES WITH LONG EARS AND A SLENDER BODY. THE
EGYPTIANS ALSO KEPT HUNTING DOGS KNOWN AS ‘GAZE HOUNDS’ FOR THEIR ABILITY TO SEE A LONG WAY IN THE

DESERT. WITH THE CHANGE IN HUNTING CONDITIONS THE BREEDING AND MAINTENANCE OF THE LARGER HOUNDS
DECLINED AND WAS REPLACED BY THE SMALLER MODERN VARIETIES OF DOG. 

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION FORMED OVER THIRTY FIVE YEARS 

 


