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A PREHISTORIC NATIVE AMERICAN HOPEWELL MOUND PEOPLES EFFIGY PLATFORM PIPE IN THE FORM OF A SEATED TOAD

AN OLD LABEL TO THE UNDERSIDE INSCRIBED ‘MASSAC CO. ILL.’

CIRCA 100 – 400 A.D

SIZE: 5CM HIGH, 3CM WIDE, 9CM DEEP - 2 INS HIGH, 1¼ INS WIDE, 3½ INS DEEP / 8CM HIGH - 3¼ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)
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LITERATURE

IN THE CEREMONIAL USE OF TOBACCO, THE PIPE BOWL WAS REGARDED BY NATIVE AMERICANS AS A MINIATURE ALTAR
ON WHICH WAS EFFECTED THE BURNING OF TOBACCO AS INCENSE, EITHER AS AN OFFERING TO THE GODS OR IN

HONOUR OF IMPORTANT PERSONAGES. ANIMALS WERE THE DOMINANT THEME OF HOPEWELL ART FROM TOADS AND
RAVENS TO BEARS AND OTTERS, ALL OF WHOM WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE HELPED THE CREATOR AT THE BEGINNING OF
THE WORLD WHEN THEY SPOKE WITH A HUMAN TONGUE. THEY WERE REGARDED AS LIVING IN SOCIETIES PARALLEL TO

HUMANS CAPABLE OF ACCEPTING AND RECEIVING GIFTS, GRIEVING FOR THE DEAD AND HAVING SOULS THAT
TRANSCENDED DEATH, AND AS SUCH THEY WERE TREATED BY THE MOUND PEOPLES WITH APPROPRIATE RESPECT.
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