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NATIVE AMERICAN PLAINS DAKOTA EASTERN SIOUX WARRIORS DYED PORCUPINE QUILL BUCKSKIN TIN CONE AND HORSEHAIR
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LITERATURE

TO THE EUROPEANS THE PLAINS TRIBES EPITOMSED THE WILD, UNTAVED AND THEREFORE ROMANTIC NATIVE
AVERICAN. HOWEVER, THEY THOUGHT OF THEMSELVES AS PRACTICAL HUNTERS, THEY WERE SYSTEMATIC ORGANISERS
AND CLASSIFIERS. AS THE UNIVERSE WAS INTRICATELY PATTERNED INTO HIERARCHIES AND DIVISIONS SO WAS THE
NATION. HOWEVER, THE HUNTING GROUPS WERE NOT TIED TO AVILLAGE OR PARTICULAR HUNTING GROUND. THEY
ENVISIONED THE EARTH AS ATOTAL ENVIRONMENTAL UNIT AND THIS WAS THEIR HOME. TO COPE WITH THIS FREEDOM
THERE WAS STRICT MLITARY DISCIPLINE AND LEADERSHIP, AND SOCIETIES WERE FORMED WITH CEREMONIES
DESIGNED TO BENEFIT EVERYONE. THE TENSION BETWEEN FREEDOMAND RESPONSIBILITY LED TOANEED TO
ESTABLISH AHIGHLY REGIMENTED SOCIETY WHICH WAS SATISFIED BY ACOMPLICATED SYSTEM OF HONOURS AND
REWARDS. THE BEAUTIFUL OBJECTS PRODUCED WERE ALL SYMBOLS OF AUTHORITY AND SUPERNATURAL POWER,
THEY WERE EMBODIMENTS OF PRESTIGE AND RESPONSIBILITY LONG BEFORE THEY WERE EVER WORKS OF ART. TO
THEIR OWNER THEY WERE EVIDENCE OF FRAGILE RELATIONSHIPS WITH SPACE, THE CREATOR AND WITH THEIR
DISCIPLINED WORLD.
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